:} A Level Law — U6

Curriculum Intent
Law plays a vital role in maintaining order and justice in society. OCR A Level Law is a course designed to introduce students
to the fundamental principles of the legal system in England and Wales. The course explores key areas of law, including
criminal, civil, and tort law, while also providing insights into the legal processes and institutions that underpin society.
Students are expected to develop critical thinking skills and a thorough understanding of legal concepts, which are assessed
through structured exams. This introduction aims to offer a solid foundation for further legal studies or careers in law,
justice, or related fields.

"The study of law is useful in a variety of points of view. It qualifies a man to be useful to himself, to his neighbours, and to the

public." — Thomas Jefferson

In Upper Sixth Students will learn: Knowledge, understanding & Skills

The topics below are an indication of what is studied in Key Subject Areas

the second year of the A Level. The order of which will be o The English Legal System: Focuses on the structure of the courts

decided before the course commences by the course teachers: (Magistrates’, Crown, High Court), the role of judges, juries, and lawyers
e  Rules and theory of the law of tort (solicitors and barristers), and how individuals access justice through funding
e Liability in negligence and advice.

Occupiers’ liability Criminal Law: Covers the elements of liability (actus reus and mens rea), fatal
offences (murder/manslaughter), non-fatal offences (assault, ABH, GBH), and

e  Torts connected to land v off like theft and robb
roperty offences like theft and robbery.
e  Vicarious liability LS . R Y . . I I
e Defences Law of Tort: Examines civil liability for negligence, occupiers' liability, vicarious
. liability (employer responsibility), and available remedies like damages or
e law of tort remedies injunctions
*  Contract law rules and theory Law Making: Analyses how laws are created by Parliament and the EU, how
®  Formation of contract judges interpret statutes, and the influence of law reform agencies.
e Terms Nature of Law: A philosophical component exploring the interaction of law
e  Vitiating factors with society, morality, and different theories of justice.
e Discharge of contract
e  Contract law remedies Law of Tort

e (Claimant: The person or party who brings a civil case to court seeking a
remedy.
Tortfeasor: The defendant in a tort case who is alleged to have caused
damage or injury to the claimant.
Negligence: A failure to take reasonable care that results in damage or injury
to another person to whom a duty of care is owed.
Vicarious Liability: A legal doctrine that holds an employer responsible for the
wrongful acts of an employee, provided those acts were committed in the
course of employment.
Remedy: The means by which a legal right is enforced or a violation is
compensated, such as damages (money) or an injunction (a court order to
stop an action).

Contract Law

e Offer: A statement of terms upon which the offeror is willing to be bound if
they are accepted.

Acceptance: The final and unconditional agreement to all terms of an offer,
which forms a legally binding contract.

Condition: A fundamental term of a contract; breaching it allows the other
party to terminate the contract and claim damages.

Warranty: A minor term of a contract; breaching it only allows the other party
to claim damages, not terminate the contract.

Vitiating Factor: A factor (like misrepresentation or duress) that can make an
otherwise valid contract void or voidable.




What does excellence look like?

1. Mastering the Assessment Objectives (AOs)
High-achieving responses meet the following "Level 4" descriptors:
AO1: Knowledge and Understanding

o  Excellence looks like: Accurate, fully developed, and detailed
explanations of legal rules and principles.

o Key Indicator: "Excellent citation" of fully relevant statutes (e.g.,
Theft Act 1968) and case law (e.g., R v Ghosh).

AO2: Application to Scenarios

o Excellence looks like: Flawless application of legal rules to
complex, hypothetical problem questions.

o Key Indicator: Presenting a "clear and logically structured" legal
argument using fully appropriate legal terminology throughout
the response.

AO03: Analysis and Evaluation

o Excellence looks like: Wide-ranging and sustained focus on the
specific question, where key points are "fully discussed and fully
developed".

o Key Indicator: Reaching valid, well-supported conclusions
that demonstrate a critical awareness of how law operates in
society.

2. Sophisticated Legal Reasoning
Exemplary students differentiate themselves by moving beyond basic
descriptions to provide deep rationale:

®  Nuanced Case Usage: Using recent landmark decisions as a
starting point for logic (e.g., using Barclays or Morrisons for
vicarious liability tests) rather than just stating older cases.

e The IRAC Method: Top-tier answers often follow the Issue, Rule,
Application, Conclusion (IRAC) structure to ensure
responses remain focused and legally sound.

e  Synoptic Thinking: Connecting different areas of the syllabus—
such as linking "The Nature of Law" (Paper 3) to "Law Making"
(Paper 2)—to show a comprehensive understanding of the legal
system.

3. Examination Technique
Excellence in the exams requires strict discipline:

e  Precision: Avoiding "hedging bets" by providing multiple
conflicting answers; examiners prioritize the first response if it is
not crossed out.

e Time Management: Allocating specific time blocks to match the
mark weighting of each section (e.g., ensuring 20-mark sections
receive sufficient development compared to medium-tariff
questions).

®  Accuracy: Maintaining a "well-developed line of reasoning"
that remains substantiated by evidence even under timed
pressure.

How will we assess impact?

e  Teacher questioning
e  Essay writing

e  Peer assessment

o  Self-assessment

e  Revision quizzes

e  PPEs

How can you enhance your learning at home?

READING:

Letters to a Law Student: Nicholas McBride’s guide is widely
recommended for introducing legal thinking and the reality of studying
law.

The Rule of Law: Tom Bingham’s accessible exploration of one of the most
fundamental principles of the UK legal system.

What About Law?: An introductory book by Catherine Barnard et al. that
uses famous cases to explain core legal areas like contract, tort, and
criminal law.

Learning the Law: Glanville Williams’ classic text (now in its 17th edition)
provides essential foundations on how to read cases and understand legal
terminology.

The Secret Barrister: An engaging, contemporary look at the practical
failings and realities of the modern English legal system.

WEBSITES:

Official & Exam-Specific Sites
. OCR Official Website: The primary source for past papers, mark
schemes, and examiner reports. It includes specific "Support
Highlights" for A Level Law.

. Teach Cambridge: A secure platform providing candidate
exemplars with senior examiner commentary.

Revision & Study Support

o The Law Bank: A dedicated platform for OCR Law students
offering video lessons, live sessions, and study materials that
break down complex legal concepts specifically for the OCR
syllabus.

o Tutor2u Law: Provides Grade Booster workshops for the exams,
free livestreams, quizzes, and structured revision digital catch-up
courses.

. A-LevelLaw.com: Features case law flashcards and guides on
exam technique specifically aimed at mastering the A Level Law
curriculum.

. TeachLaw.net: Offers downloadable revision guides, flashcards,
and active recall packs updated for both OCR and AQA
specifications.

The qualification is assessed through three 2-hour written exams, each worth 33.3% of the total mark.

Civil and criminal courts, legal professions, access to justice, and criminal liability

Parliamentary law-making, delegated legislation, statutory interpretation, judicial

precedent, negligence, and nuisance.

Paper Component Title Key Topics Covered
Paper 1 The Legal System & Criminal
Law (offences against the person/property).
Paper 2 Law Making & the Law of Tort
Paper 3 Nature of Law & Option

The relationship between law, morality, and justice, plus a choice between Human

Rights Law or Contract Law.


https://www.google.com/search?q=Letters+to+a+Law+Student&kgmid=/g/11syyygmyp&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQoqL0iYySAxXhNvsDHfAKK5QQ3egRegYIAQgIEAQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Rule+of+Law&kgmid=/g/12bmt3wt3&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQoqL0iYySAxXhNvsDHfAKK5QQ3egRegYIAQgIEAk
https://www.google.com/search?q=What+About+Law?&kgmid=/g/12w04xgt9&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQoqL0iYySAxXhNvsDHfAKK5QQ3egRegYIAQgIEA4
https://www.google.com/search?q=Learning+the+Law&kgmid=/g/12bs6d5zq&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQoqL0iYySAxXhNvsDHfAKK5QQ3egRegYIAQgIEBM
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Secret+Barrister&kgmid=/g/11hd1s1wbd&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQoqL0iYySAxXhNvsDHfAKK5QQ3egRegYIAQgIEBg
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/law-h018-h418-from-2020/
https://studymind.co.uk/resource/ocr-a-level-law-past-papers/
https://support.ocr.org.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/10726220582930-New-to-teaching-Cambridge-OCR-Law-where-is-the-best-place-to-get-the-support-and-resources-I-need
https://thelawbank.org/
https://www.tutor2u.net/law
https://www.tutor2u.net/workshops/ocr-a-level-law-grade-booster
https://a-levellaw.com/
https://a-levellaw.com/case-examples/
https://www.teachlaw.net/post/a-level-law-revision-guide

International Opportunities

International links:

Beyond specific statutes, international themes are woven

into broader legal theory and the Nature of

Law component.

e  The Rule of Law: An exploration of this fundamental
principle often includes international perspectives on
how law should operate to protect citizens.

Legal Personnel: Comparative studies may
occasionally touch upon how the judiciary and legal
professions in England differ from or align with
international standards.

Extradition and Transnational Issues: While not a
primary unit, issues like extradition and global legal
evolution are sometimes referenced in the context of
criminal liability and human rights.

Summary of International Coverage

Topic area: Paper 2: Law Making
Impact and legacy of European Union Law.

Topic area: Nature of Law
Global legal contexts and the universal principle of the Rule
of Law.

Many students will be able to make comparisons to legal
systems in jurisdictions that are visited as part of the visits
programme. Students will also be able to arrange their own
work experience placement in a related area of work.

Related careers:

e  Solicitor

e  Barrister

e  Chartered Legal Executive (CILEX)
e Solicitor Apprentice

e  Paralegal

e  Licensed Conveyancer

e  Patent or Trade Mark Attorney
e  Court Legal Advisor

e  Police Officer

e Probation Officer

e Civil Service Policy Officer

e Compliance Officer

e  Company Secretary

e Human Resources Specialist

o Insurance Underwriter

e Health and Safety Inspector

e Legal Journalist

e  Mediator or Arbitrator

"The law is the bedrock of our democracyj; it is the glue that holds our society together." — Baroness Hale of

Richmond (Former President of the UK Supreme Court)




