Anglo European Sixth Form

Summer Transition Work

Subject: German
Exam Board: Edexcel

Qualification: A-Level

Compulsory tasks:
These tasks must be completed by students before their first lesson in September.
These tasks will be reviewed by the class teacher.

It is highly desirable to obtain a copy of the main text book (see below).
You should also bring detailed notes, written up by you, on the present tense, perfect

tense and future tense to your first lesson so that these can be discussed as a group and
checked by your class teacher.

Advisory tasks:
These tasks will support you to excel in the course. They may not be explicitly reviewed by
your teachers, but they will allow students to demonstrate a genuine passion for going
“above and beyond” in this subject

See the next few pages for lots of suggested links and tasks to complete. Prioritise getting
hold of the film and the play and reading ahead, but spend some time on the grammar
websites too.




German A-Level at AES
Important materials
The textbook we use for both years of the A-Level course is published by Hodder. You should buy

your own copy, if you can, as it will be useful both for classwork and for revision when the time
comes. It is available on Amazon if you click here.
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The textbook is supported by two workbooks, which focus on the grammar we will cover together.
These are well worth buying, too, again so that we can use them in class and so that you can come
back to them when you need to revise. The first workbook is available from Amazon here, and the
second one here.
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-German-AS-As/dp/1471858235/ref=sr_1_9?keywords=German+A+level+Hodder&qid=1584996025&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.co.uk/German-level-Grammar-Workbook-Level/dp/1510417710/ref=sr_1_9?keywords=German+A+level+Hodder&qid=1584996091&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.co.uk/German-level-Grammar-Workbook-2/dp/1510417729/ref=sr_1_7?keywords=German+A+level+Hodder&qid=1584996165&sr=8-7

Another optional yet very useful resource for German A level is Wort fiir Wort but please make sure to
purchase the Edexcel edition if you do buy this book. It is available to purchase on Amazon here.

German Vocabulary for Edexcel A-level
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Course content
The themes which we cover in the German A-Level course are:

Thema 1l |Gesellschaftliche Entwicklung in  |Natur und Umwelt
Deutschland Bildung
Die Welt der Arbeit
Thema 2  |Politische und kiinstliche Kultur im|Musik
deutschen Sprachraum Die Medien
Die Rolle von Festen und Traditionen
Thema 3 |Immigration und die deutsche Die positive Auswirkung von Integration
multikulturelle Gesellschaft Die Herausforderungen von Immigration und
Integration
Die staatliche und soziale Reaktion zur Immigration
Thema4 |Die Wiedervereinigung Die Gesellschaft in der DDR vor der
Deutschlands \Wiedervereinigung
Ereignisse vor der Wiedervereinigung
Deutschland seit der Wiedervereinigung



https://www.amazon.de/Wort-f%C3%BCr-Sixth-Vocabulary-level/dp/1510434852

We will also study two cultural topics:

Lower Sixth  [Film  |Das Leben der Anderen by Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck

Upper Sixth  |Play  [Der Besuch der alten Dame by Friedrich Diirrenmatt

It would be a very good idea to watch this film online or buy a copy of the DVD, available here on
Amazon, before studying it. You should also buy a copy of the play to read in advance, if possible
both in German (the version we will read together in class can be found on Amazon, here), and in
English (a good version is here).
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Looking further ahead, you will have to prepare an independent research project (IRP) in the Upper
Sixth which will form the basis of your final speaking exam at the end of the course. You can choose
absolutely anything of interest to you as long as it is grounded in German-speaking culture (so
Austrian or Swiss topics are fine too).

Advisory bridging work before the start of the course

Cultural topics: try to get hold of the film and the play (see above) so that you are familiar with them
before the start of the course.

Grammar: try to master the grammar that was covered as part of the GCSE course, as it will be built
upon during the A-Level course. There is an excellent grammar and translation workbook you can
use to help you, which is available here on Amazon.

524
Edexcel GCSE (9-1) German
Grammar & Translation Workbook |


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lives-Others-DVD-Martina-Gedeck/dp/B000R342QS/ref=sr_1_2?crid=CJO94TSE876W&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jCvNqMQH0NjbqqkS04id5AdNlRqFl3UVQmMsXgEQGB354S0bbo9Qy8tpjTcn3aCZ7WRhddzeugbkhBru67aou09IuVpizy06PjP4SDa-sBbo7CyZCGxXWvwNyZP4b0PcrxLFFqxQbwnrvlGRkNqeSLSOHHfKaZtwSJEz48KuSXYd-fEg5u2A4cgFzL0FDkSXD2XSY6J6MDrHcZd7Q5GXCY0Rb8Qq5AuEPn6-FznNUOM.9uK0yCI9RkSsJbii9jQHwBjgWCvotUUEr15s2oBr6h0&dib_tag=se&keywords=das+leben+der+anderen&qid=1747663009&sprefix=das+leben+der+anderen%2Caps%2C95&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Besuch-Alten-Dame-tragische-Neufassung/dp/3257230451/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=besuch+der+alten+dame&qid=1637777051&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Visit-Friedrich-Durrenmatt/dp/0224009141/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NLSLG0R2QZFK&keywords=durrenmatt+the+visit&qid=1654781271&sprefix=durrenmatt+the+visit%2Caps%2C51&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stimmt-Edexcel-Grammar-Translation-Workbook/dp/1292132736/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1THJYC47C2WQ3&keywords=edexcel+gcse+grammar+german&qid=1654784248&sprefix=edexcel+gcse+grammar+german%2Caps%2C160&sr=8-3

Translation: this accounts for 40 marks across two exam papers. You will have to be able to translate
confidently and accurately from German into English, and from English into German. The mark
scheme is very strict, so as much grammar practice as possible (using the above grammar books or
online drills) is vital. Here are some examples of some “easy” translation exercises for you to have a
go at:

Easy: Umweltfreundliches Verhalten zu Hause
10 marks — 1 mark per section

1 | Das Okosystem ist mir
Aulerst wichtig.

2 | Seit einem Jahr versuche
ich, meinen Fleischkonsum
einzuschranken.

3 | Auf Hamburger zu
verzichten, ist nicht einfach
4 | aber der Umwelt zuliebe ist
es notwendig.

5 | Mein Bruder fahrt immer
mit dem Fahrrad, obwohl er
ein Auto hat,

6 | und meine Eltern passen
immer auf,

T | dass wir
Energiesparlampen
verwenden. N

8 | Leider sind meine Freunde
echte Verschwender.

9 | Sie interessieren sich gar
nicht

10 | fiir ihren okologischen
Fullabdruck.




Easy: The German school system
Total 10 marks — % mark per section

-

1 | I spent a year

2 | at a German grammar
school

and the system

was yery different.

The main difference is

has its own structure,

which | found problematic.
What if you move?

3
4
5
6 | that every state
7
8
9

10 | In my opinion,

11 | repeating a year

12 |isa guud idea,
13 | but sometimes

14 | students find it
emhanassing_

15 | Foreign languages are
more important in

Germany,
16 | which | really like.
17 | Finally,

18 | the best thin.g is that

19 | some schools

20 | have no lessons in the
afternoon!

Independent Research Project (IRP): you might wish to start thinking about this now and do a bit of
preparatory research online. Some ideas from previous cohorts include:

The Bundesliga and its specific 50+1 rule

Germans and their love of alcohol: is it possible to celebrate in Germany without having a

beer?!

Ostalgie and how it is presented in German cinema

The Bauhaus architecture movement

The rise and fall of the German Tennis Association

Helmut Kohl and his political legacy

Aldi supermarket — how did it become so successful?



Useful German websites

The first port of call should be the AES German padlets. There is one set up for general Sixth Form
learning and extension work here, and another specifically for A-Level here.

It is always a good idea to keep listening to as much authentic German as possible as regularly as
possible. There are some excellent series on Netflix, including the science-fiction series Dark, which
you can watch with subtitles. You can also subscribe to News in Slow German, which includes
transcripts to read.

The Goethe Institut is an excellent source of information. We are close enough that you can visit
their building in Kensington, but their website also has lots of information on the latest
developments in Germany and events that are taking place in London.

The Deutsch lernen section of the Deutsche Welle website has lots of activities and information
aimed at learners, and the Nicos Weg story on the same website is also very useful and, hopefully,
fun!

Other sites to dip into when you can are the Reverso German verb conjugator (more reference than
anything, but useful nonetheless), Spiegel for the latest news, and DaF for plenty of worksheets on
various themes and grammar points.



https://padlet.com/jepsonk/german-sixth-form-extension-work-uukvm1rvzmhb3grk
https://padlet.com/jepsonk/german-a-level-core-content-bnjz1s0if03u8k21
https://www.newsinslowgerman.com/
https://www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/sta/lon.html
https://learngerman.dw.com/de/fortgeschrittene/s-62079033
https://learngerman.dw.com/de/mittelstufe/c-36519718
https://conjugator.reverso.net/conjugation-german.html
https://www.spiegel.de/
https://www.deutschalsfremdsprache.ch/

