
Anglo European Sixth Form 

Summer Transition Work 2025 

Subject: A Level Government and Politics 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Qualification: A Level 

A Level Politics is a fun, engaging, yet challenging qualification. It will develop your thinking skills and vastly 
expand your knowledge of politics both in the UK and in the wider world. Everyone begins the course from 
different starting points. Some students already have a good understanding about where power lies and 
how decisions are made in the UK that they have gained from watching the news and discussing events – 
like Brexit and elections – at home. For others, Politics is something they don’t know much about yet – but 
are eager to learn more! In many ways, learning Politics is like learning a new language, with lots of 
weighty concepts to get your head around. Completing the activities in this document will give you a sound 
footing for the beginning of the course, and get you thinking about some of the big questions we will 
tackle. You could start writing down thoughts and questions ready for the start of the course. Also, 
organisation is really important at A Level, so make sure you are prepared for September with: - ring 
binders (you will need one for each teacher- you will need 2!) - dividers for each binder (10 pack) - 
highlighters/different colour pens 

You can access the full specification here:  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Compulsory tasks: 

These tasks must be completed by students before their first lesson in September. These tasks will be 
reviewed by the class teacher. 

Activity 1- Pre-Reading 

 This book is written in a very accessible style, for beginners to Politics. It 
explains different viewpoints on the big topics in political debate, and how 
change happens. The final section (Appendix) takes a look ‘under the hood’ 
of UK politics to explain the many of the concepts that we cover in UK 
Government. You can buy a physical copy from many online retailers or 
you can get it on Kindle etc. 

This book was written by the man behind the excellent site:  

https://www.simplepolitics.co.uk/  

You should follow them on social media, and sign up to their weekly email 
(it’s quiet in the summer, but through the year it provides useful updates 
and analysis on what’s happening in Westminster and around the world) 

Activity 2- You will need to download the following booklet:  

https://assets-learning.parliament.uk/uploads/2019/12/How-it-Works-booklet.pdf  

Read through the booklet and complete the following activities: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task two: investigate the role of an MP  

a) Research your local MP, who are they; which party do they represent; which constituency do they 
represent; what have they recently shown an interest in; research their voting history to see where they 
stand on key issues (not just Brexit!) https://members.parliament.uk/  

b) Investigate the role of an MP by playing the game in the link: 
https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/mp-for-a-week/#cta-target  

 

 



Task 3- one of the biggest issues in politics is whether 16-year-olds should have the right to vote!  

Read the source below and answer the following questions. 

In the UK, the minimum voting age is 18, except in Scotland, where 16-and-17-year-olds have been given the 

right to vote in local and Scottish parliamentary elections. By and large, 16-year-olds haven’t yet entered the 

world of home ownership, employment, tax or pensions but these economic issues are often at the forefront 

of election campaigns. The main argument against lowering the voting age is that a lack of experience in these 

matters prevents young people from making a considered judgement at the ballot box. Opponents also point 

to the fact that 18 to 24-year-olds have the lowest turnout of any age group in elections, reflecting an 

apparent lack of interest in politics. These critics question whether an even younger generation would be 

any different. And there are concerns that teenagers who do want to cast their votes would be 

impressionable and easily influenced by radical politics, or would not fully think things through and would 

blindly vote for the same party as their parents. But calls to lower the voting age come from a range of 

sources- adults as well as teenagers themselves, backed up by youth organisations, pressure groups and 

politicians. 16-and-17- year-olds in the Isle of Man, Jersey, Guernsey, Brazil and Austria already have the vote. 

They can also vote in some elections in Germany, Malta and Norway. Evidence from the Scottish 

Independence Referendum, substantiated by research from Austria and Norway, shows aided by 

encouragement from families and schools- 16-and-17-year-olds have higher rates of turnout than 18 to 24-

year-olds. For supporters, it’s about giving young people a say in matters that directly affect them, such as 

tuition fees. It’s also thought that lowering the limit will encourage civicmindedness at an earlier age and 

establish an interest in the political system, which will be continued throughout a person’s life. Scotland’s 

positive experience of including 16-and-17- year-olds in the 2014 Independence Referendum led to the 

lowering of the voting age for local and Holyrood elections. A study by the University of Edinburgh during 

the Referendum found that some teenagers were initially doubtful of their own abilities to make the right 

decision, but that this led them to actively seek out information to help inform their judgement. In some 

cases, teenagers even influenced their parents’ voting intentions with their new-found knowledge. But as 

there are no immediate plans for the UK Government to debate lowering the voting age for general elections, 

it is unlikely that all 16-year-olds will get the chance to put that to the test any time soon.  

Sources: http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zsbtbk7 and https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/ 

campaigns/votes-at-16/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2) Using two different coloured highlighters, indicate:  

a) The arguments in the source that support the view that 16 to 18 year olds should be given the vote.  

b) The arguments in the source that support the view that the voting age should remain at 18. 

3) Match up 3 arguments that support the view that 16 to 18 year olds should be given the vote with 3 
counter-arguments that support the view that they should not. 

 

 



Advisory tasks: 

These tasks will support you to excel in the course. They may not be explicitly reviewed by your teachers, 
but they will allow students to demonstrate a genuine passion for going “above and beyond” in this subject 

Suggested Viewing  

There’s a lot to choose from here, so pick and choose what appeals to you! Watching these will give you a 
good grounding – particularly if you watch with an adult who can share their experiences and thoughts!  

 

 

 


