
CITIZENSHIP 

Key Stage 3 

Chewing gum: Stop the drop 

L.O 

 Understand how gum pollution affects people at a local level 
 Look at pollution solutions 

There were some successful schemes in Preston, Manchester and Maidstone 

recently, these campaigns involved: 

 Handing out special disposal pouches to use when there are no bins 
around 

 Displaying posters in public places such as busy shopping areas 
 Printing the message on beer mats 
 Giving wardens the power to fine people £50 

Which of the above pilot campaigns actions do you think would be most effective 
where you live? 

 In Preston, the campaign helped to reduce gum litter by 80 per cent 
 The advertising slogan - 'Thanks for binning your gum when you're done' - 

was remembered by over 55 per cent of those questioned 
 The threat of a £50 fine was the most convincing deterrent 

Main Task 

Imagine you are a local councillor who has been given government money for a 
campaign to deter people in your area from dropping gum. 

The money comes with a condition: In order to get it, you must prepare a 
presentation to convince members of the government that it will be spent 
effectively. 

Prepare an outline of your campaign. 
Things to think about are: 

 Which of the above broad solutions will work in your area? You can pick 
more than one. 

 How will you spend the money? 

 Who will you employ and what will be their job roles? 
 Who are the worst offenders? How will you get the message across to 

them? 

 Where in your area is there a lot of gum litter? How will you tackle this? 
 When is the best time to get the message across to people? 

 For how long will the campaign last? 
 How will you know if your campaign has been successful? What research 

will you do? 

You can either: 

Write a newspaper article about your campaign 
OR 



Make a presentation. For this, you will need to make speech notes and illustrate 

your presentation with slides, diagrams or posters. 
 
 

 
Useful Information 

 
It costs around £150 million to clean gum off the UK streets. 
Authorities that carry out frequent cleansing can spend up to £200,000 a year 

on clearing gum. 
Under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act, chewing gum is classed 

as litter. Therefore people who drop it risk fines of £50. 
At present. there are no plans at present to introduce a tax on chewing gum. 

The chewing gum industry is researching an easier to remove/biodegradable 
gum base, however no new products are yet ready for testing. 
The Chewing Gum Action Group was set up to find a solution to chewing gum 

pollution. It brings together several groups including chewing gum 
manufacturers, local authorities, and the government Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 
 
 

Key Stage 4 
 

 

Downloading music - Business and its changing nature 

People who work in the entertainment industry are asking the government to get 

tough on people who download or share music, TV or films illegally. 

They want politicians to force internet providers to cut off anyone who ignores 

warnings about repeatedly downloading or sharing stuff without paying for it.  

 

L.O 

 The effect of downloading on the music industry 
 The law surrounding downloading 

Read the following; 

Illegal file-sharing of music or movies is a big problem as it means no money 

makes it to the artists who make them.  

And campaigners say that's putting hundreds of thousands of jobs at risk.  

The government has set a target of reducing illegal file-sharing by 70 to 80% 

within two to three years.  

But the alliance of film, music, TV and computer software producers claim more 

than six million people in the UK are regularly sharing content without 

permission.  

In 2007, they say there was an estimated 98 million illegal downloads of films 

and more than a billion illegal downloads of music tracks in the UK alone. 

John Woodward, head of the UK Film Council, said if nothing's done about it, 

illegal file-sharing could have a devastating impact on creativity in the UK.  



"The growing threat of illegal file-sharing threatens [the creative industries], as 

films go unmade, DVD sales deteriorate and jobs are lost in production and 

distribution of content," he said.  

Do some internet research and try to find the answers to the following 
questions; 

1. If you download music from the internet, are you breaking the law?  

2. If you swap files on American sites, will you get into trouble?  

3. Can you be sued for swapping just a few songs?  

4. Can children be sued?  

5. Are music industry bosses planning to sue anyone in the UK?  

 

Illegal downloads 

The record industry in America is suing more than 200 people who've been 

downloading music from the internet. They face paying the music bosses a huge 

amount of money.  

  

6. Illegal music swapping has been blamed for a drop in global record sales. How 

might this affect the music business? 

7. Who benefits from illegal music swapping? 

8. If global record sales drop, who loses out? 

9. Will musicians stop making music if there is less money in it? 

 

 

Main Task 

 

Devise a marketing campaign that will publicise your own method for reducing 

illegal downloads.  

For example:  

 Lower CD prices 
 Stronger penalties for file swappers 

 Better law enforcement 
 Action against people who run file swap websites 

 Educate the public about copyright 

You can draft leaflets and posters or storyboard a video clip to go on the internet 

or TV.  
 


