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SYNOPSIS OF CONTENT: 

 
Paper 1: Core. 
This paper focusses on three fundamental 
influences on behaviour: biological, cognitive 
and sociocultural.  
 
Paper 2: Options. 
You will study some of the following options 
which will build on your core knowledge: 
abnormal psychology, developmental 
psychology, health psychology, psychology of 
human relationships, or sport psychology. 
 
Paper 3: Qualitative research methodology.  
You will gain an understanding of how research 
is carried out and be able to evaluate the 
strengths and weaknesses of the various 
methods.  
 
Independent Investigation: A simple 
experimental study using the research 
methodology studied as part of Paper 3.  

 
WHY STUDY THIS SUBJECT? 

 
One of the goals of the IB Psychology course is to 
provide you with an opportunity to acquire a better 
understanding of how the human mind works and how 
this impacts our behaviour. 

 
 
 
 

SELF STUDY ADVICE/USEFUL WEBSITES: 
 

You will need to show a willingness to undertake wider 
reading and further study outside the classroom. You 
will need to be aware of and engaged in up to date 
news stories that link to different aspects of the 
course. 

 
HOW IS IT ASSESSED? 
 

Paper 1 (2 hours) 
Section A: Three compulsory questions. 
Section B: There will be a choice of one essay 
question from three. (35%) 
 
Paper 2 (2 hours) 
Fifteen essay questions, you will choose two 
question to answer. (25%) 
 
Paper 3 (1 hour) 
Three compulsory questions based on an 
unseen text. (20%) 
 
Independent Investigation: A report on your 
experimental study. (20%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES: 

 
You will develop many different skills through this 
course such as:  

 Develop knowledge and understanding of science 
and how science works. 

 Recall and organise scientific knowledge. 

 Analyse and evaluate scientific knowledge. 

 Apply knowledge to everyday and unfamiliar 
situations. 

 Data handling techniques. 

 Use of and evaluation of scientific methodology. 

 
SPECIFIC MATRICULATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 

In addition to the Sixth Form matriculation 
requirements, you will need to have at least a grade 6 
or above in your Humanities GCSE as well as a grade 5 
or above in GCSE Mathematics.  It would be an 
advantage to have at least a grade 6 or better in 
English Language. 

 

 


