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A Challenging Budget 

The school and its staff continue to manage a 

challenging budget.  The Chancellor made no 

reference to this in his recent budget statement. We 

face additional costs this coming year with the 

introduction of the General Data Protection 

Regulations as well as the need to deal with 

inflationary costs, increased costs from suppliers who 

continue to quote our leaving of the European Union 

as a reason and recommended pay increases for 

teachers and professional support staff. 
 

As headteachers, and on behalf of our staff, we are 

enormously grateful to the support of 

our parent community and the 

response you have shown to our 

appeal.  We currently have 10 

volunteers working regularly in 

school, you have contributed a total 

of £10,439 (including a new washing 

machine!).  We have also received a 

donation of £100,000 towards the 

installation of the Tom Smith Multi-

Use Games Area.  Words cannot 

express our gratitude for this support at 

whatever level it is given. 
 

We are also acutely aware of the increased 

costs we have had to pass on to hard-pressed 

family budgets.  In the New Year, we would 

like to appeal to our alumni and others to  

establish an Anglo Opportunity Fund which 

will provide grants to help ensure all of our 

students, whatever their circumstances, can 

enjoy the full benefits of an Anglo education.   
 

It is so important for us to remind all parents 

that whether or not you are able to donate time 

or money, our aim is to continue to provide a 

great education for ALL of our students. The current 

climate has re-defined our relationship with our 

families.  It does not come easy to have to ask for 

financial support.  However, there is no doubt in our 

minds that the unique ethos of the Anglo, and the 

validity of its mission in these difficult times, gives 

us all the strength to rise to these challenges. 
 

Wishing you all a healthy happy and peaceful New 

Year. 

Jody Gee  and  David Barrs 

A Challenging Term 

Schools are special places.  The Anglo is certainly 

a special place with its unique ethos and provision. 
 

In September, the school was faced with one of its 

greatest challenges when William Tweed died in a 

tragic accident near to where he lived.  It is not 

what should happen, but when it does, we fall back 

on our common humanity and our family and 

friends. 
 

As headteachers, we were genuinely inspired by 

the response of our students and staff.  They 

responded with grace and 

dignity and as they did so we 

collectively grew stronger and 

became more  special.  So many 

individuals showed 

leadership—the student who 

distributed ribbons symbolic of 

“tweed”, over 250 were shared; 

the girl who reproduced a 

portrait of William from a 

photograph and presented it to 

the family; the young man who initiated a 

condolences book and gave advice about 

how to write in it in a positive and 

uplifting way; the girls who suggested the 

whole school gather at the flags in silence 

and clap; the boy and his mum who 

framed an Arsenal Football shirt with 

“Tweedy” on the back that now adorns 

the entrance to the PE department; the 

Sixth Former who bought buckets for the 

flowers that were laid at the base of the 

flags and tended to them every day; 

William’s team mates at Stones Football 

Club who wore their football kit at his funeral; all 

those small acts of kindness which went unseen 

and unheard and all of us who cried and offered 

support in equal measure, helped the family in a 

time of grief. 
 

William will be forever alive in our memories; he 

touched the lives of those who knew him, and he 

helped the Anglo grow yet stronger.  As we move 

forward into a new year we give thought to 

William and especially to his family and friends. 
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Where are they now? 

Nancy Jennings (2009-2016) is running in the election 

to become a Parish Councillor for Ingatestone.  If she 

is elected she would become the youngest ever 

Ingatestone Parish Councillor.  Ex-students Toby 

Blunsden and Emma Benson are already 

councillors.   
 

Steven Black (1973-1978) is currently the Managing 

Director of Calvey Marine Limited, a sales and 

marketing company for shipyards and marine services.  

He is a UK representative of shipyards in Dubai, 

Portugal, Germany, Singapore and China. 

stevenadblack@hotmail.com  
 

James Kinch (2011-2016) was voted “Most Likely to 

be Prime Minister” by his class of 2016.  He has 

completed his BTEC Extended Diploma in IT 

jameskinchuk@gmail.com 
 

Michael Svinos (1985-1991) joined the Royal 

Engineers in 1991 after he left school and is the 

Managing Director of Sentinel Group Ltd in Nairobi. 

mickysvinos@hotmail.com 
 

Iva Semerdjieva (2008-2015) is currently studying at 

Keele University doing a degree in sociology and 

media iva.semerdjieva@gmail.com 
 

Amelia Wallis (2010-2017) is currently studying at 

Brunel University for her biomedical science degree 

amelia.wallis@live.co.uk 

International Award 
We have once again been awarded the British 

Council’s prestigious International School Award, 

which celebrates the achievements of schools that 

do exceptional work in international education. 

Fostering an international dimension in the 

curriculum is at the heart of the British Council’s 

work with schools, so that young people gain the 

cultural understanding and skills they need for life 

and work in today’s world.  Mr Barrs, Headteacher 

said: “We were one of the first schools to gain the 

ISA way back in 1999 having pioneered the 

international dimension across the curriculum. We 

are proud of this achievement and to know we have 

secured the accreditation until 2020 is further 

encouragement to promote what makes this school 

so different.”  

Sir Ciarán Devane, CEO of the British Council, 

said: “The school’s fantastic international work has 

rightfully earned it this prestigious award. The 

International School Award is a great chance for 

schools to demonstrate the important work they’re 

doing to bring the world into their classrooms. 

Embedding an international dimension in 

children’s education ensures that they are truly 

global citizens and helps prepare them for 

successful lives and careers in an increasingly 

global economy.”  

MP Alex Burghart wrote, offering his 

congratulations “I am fully aware, having visited 

the school, of the pride all those involved in these 

projects and the wider curriculum have in the 

Anglo’s achievements and am delighted they have 

been recognised by the British Council.”  

Charities 
Anglo held their own special time of remembrance, 

whilst supporting the British Legion through their 

sale of poppies.  Alex Robinson 10E played “The 

Last Post” and Alexandra Kostic 8S recited “In 

Flanders Fields”  from memory whilst the whole 

school observed two minutes’ silence.  This followed 

a week of special assemblies delivered to Years 7 to 

11, in commemoration of a hundred years since 

Passchendaele.  Mrs Gee attended the Remembrance 

Day Service at Ingatestone Church to deliver a 

reading which was then followed by a parade led by 

Anglo students and the laying of wreaths.   
 

Our Christmas Jumper/non-uniform day organised by 

the Sixth Formers was a great success and raised 

£664 for the Aloysian Boys’ Home. (See photos on front 

page) 
 

After months of preparation the U6 A level Travel 

and Tourism class hosted a Christmas-themed disco 

for Year 7 on Monday 4th Dec.  DJ Paul Clay kept the 

students entertained and lots of great dancing was 

seen.  Many students had their faces painted with 

festive glitter shapes and had photos taken with their 

friends in the festive photo booth.  The Disco raised 

over £500 for CHESS a charity for the Homeless in 

Chelmsford.      

International Day 2017 

Alex Uzoka—Monologue Slam 
Alex Uzoka, Head Boy has entered the Monologue 

Slam at the Theatre Royal, Stratford for the past 4 years.  

This involves preparing a one minute monologue and 

performing this in front of a live audience including 

casting directors and agents.  This year, all his hard work 

has paid off and he was crowned National Champion 

of the Youth Round.  Many congratulations! 
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Student News 
Kobe Geeraert 9E, and his dad 

Nicolas, were chosen from 1500 

applicants to appear on the 

Channel 4 series of Lego Masters.  

The contestants were judged 

based on one planned piece of 

work and an unplanned technical  

challenge.  The pair made it 

through to the final episode and 

although they did not win, Kobe, 

12, was the last remaining child in the competition, 

making him officially the country's best child Lego-

builder. 
 

Year 8s were visited by the Prison Me No Way team 

as part of our commitment to high quality Citizenship 

education.  They attended workshops presented by the 

Fire Brigade, Network Rail and the British Transport 

Police.  They also took part in an interactive play 

delivered by ex-prison officers guiding the students 

through everyday decisions and behaviour in public 

and challenged the students to consider the impact that 

their behaviour might have on others.  This included 

exploring anti-social behaviour and enabling students 

to consider how sometimes, unintentionally, their 

behaviour in public might have negative consequences 

on others and lead them into trouble with the law.  The 

most memorable part of this workshop is to visit the 

prison cell, constructed inside a box van and 

containing real prison furniture.  Pupils are often 

surprised by the lack of space, privacy and dignity. 

Lord of the Flies 

Rave reviews: 
“Well done to all the students and  staff involved.” 

“Absolutely fantastic well done to everyone.” 

“It was captivating from start to finish.  Never seen a 

school production like this one.  So convincing! Sincere 

congratulations to the Arts and Drama departments.” 

“It was really stunning! So creative! Congratulations 

to the incredible staff who put this together and all the 

cast who brought it to life.  Brilliant!” 

“Loved every minute of it.  So much hard work and 

effort.  Well done to everyone involved.” 

“It was utterly amazing, so professional, brilliant 

projection of voices and utterly captivating.  Very 

creative.  Can’t wait for the next drama.” 

“Great stuff! Very creative, 

lots of action, great lighting 

effects.  I will definitely come 

again.” 

“Hats off to all the 

performers, they were 

excellent!” 

Anglo in the Community 
Our Sixth Formers have been engaged in two 

significant inter-generational projects 

recently.  Record numbers of guests enjoyed our 

annual Christmas Party with over 50 senior citizens 

coming along.  We are also running a Silver 

Surfers group  to help bridge the digital divide 

that exists when older generations do not feel able 

to use computers or access the internet.  The 

programme introduces 

senior citizens to social 

media and the use of 

Facebook to keep in touch 

with grandchildren, the 

joys of online shopping 

and the world of 

knowledge and 

information on the world wide web.  For more 

information contact enquiries@aesessex.co.uk 

Mandarin Excellence Programme 
10 students from 8C accompanied Jody Gee 

( Headteacher) and Cate Peeters ( Head of 

Languages) to a prestigious event in Durban Court 

in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office hosted 

by Nick Gibb, Minister for Education, UCL and 

the British Council. Students were addressed by the 

Secretary of State for Education, Rt Hon Justine 

Greening, her Chinese counterpart and Minister 

Chen Baosheng and Rt Hon Mark Field, Minister 

for Asia and the Pacific. 
 

Minister Chen called our MEP students “trail 

blazers”  and congratulated them on their recent 

hurdle tests. Justine Greening expressed her delight 

at the success of the programme and how much the 

students have achieved in their first year. She told 

the students that their “words could change the 

world for the better.”   Yan Morris from 8C added, 

“It was very interesting to see what the other 

schools have achieved alongside us on the MEP 

programme.”  

mailto:enquiries@aesessex.co.uk
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Visitors to the School 
Every 5 years the school is issued with a self-study 

questionnaire by the International Baccalaureate 

Organisation.  Staff spend twelve months reflecting 

on the IB’s standards and practices, produce an 

action plan and host site visitors at the end of the 

year.  We now await our report which will include 

recommendations and commendations.  Thank you to 

all those staff, students and parents who helped 

complete the self-study and who met with the Site 

Visitors.   Look out for announcements about the 40
th

 

Anniversary of the IB at the Anglo – not only were 

we the first state school to offer it in 1977 but our 

longevity is unparalleled in the state sector. 
 

Dr Adam Wright from the Royal Society visited 

Mr Barrs and Mrs Ardley, Head of Science.  The 

Science department will now be working closely 

with the Royal Society. 
 

Ross Williams, Senior  Football Development 

Officer  from West Ham Football Club, visited Mr 

Barrs to discuss a possible partnership to provide 

more sporting opportunities at the school. 
 

Pan Lin from UCL IOE Confucius Institute for  

Schools visited Mrs Gee and the Head of 

Languages and Subject Leader Mandarin to discuss 

the Mandarin Excellence Programme, observe the 

MEP classes and to talk with the students.   
 

Ryan Ackerman from Network Rail, Rebecca 

Richardson from Greater  Anglia and Paul 

Thompson from the Br itish Transpor t Police 

came to the school to discuss safety of the students 

travelling by train and improving our policies and 

procedures.  
 

The Sixth Formers were visited by Jim Smith from 

the Anthony Nolan Trust to talk about blood, stem 

cell and organ donation.  The message delivered 

was one of hope as the Anthony Nolan Trust are 

instrumental and very successful in finding 

matching donors all around the world. 

Please see aesessex.co.uk and check out our Facebook page for up-to-date news 

Staff Update 

We say farewell to the following teaching staff: 

Sarah Bain (Assistant Headteacher); Sara 

Woodcock (Spanish/Music/IBCP); Nonie Tang 

(Chinese); Nicole Fernandez Gonzalez (Spanish); 

Billy Brown (Geography); Martin Fisk (English); 

Rozalina Semerdjieva (EAL); Kathryn Bragg 

(Subject Leader Sociology/Psychology); Kevin 

Hayes (Mathematics); Natacha Easter (French); 

Adam Thomas (French) and Janet Phillips (RS). 
  

Professional support staff: Lynne Feaver (IT 

Manager); Mark Parker (IT); Lisa Cohen (Catering) 

and Tracy Bayman (Curriculum Support). 
 

In September we welcomed our new teaching staff: 

Ellie Jones (English); Ian Farmer (Physics); Sarah

-Jayne Prince (Sociology); Josh Rainey (History); 

Jack Haddow (English); Lisa Beard (Biology); 

Natasha Lipko (Biology); Deborah Rolph 

(Science); Chloe Gooding (PE); Fiona Quaye 

(Maths); Rebecca Kiel (French); Hilary Porritt 

(Maths); Maria Salmeron Carmona (Spanish); 

Samantha Mortimer (Maths); Karen Vidler 

(Biology); Laurence Ball (Spanish); Adam Thomas 

(French); Matt Johnson (English); Yvonne Lawrence 

(Sociology). 
 

Professional Support Staff: Claire Sims (Admin); 

Chris Haynes (Cater ing); Geben Lugtu 

(Catering); Julia Gould (Admin); Aqsa Naveed 

(Admin); Sonya Collins (Catering); Ana Durzana 

Green (Enterprise Education); Teresa Wood 

(Library). 
 

Congratulations to Hannah Latimer on the birth of 

her son Santi and Joe Pearce on the birth  of his 

daughter Isla.  We wish Kimberley Phillips well on 

her maternity leave. 

AESA 
The AESA have had a successful term this 

year.  We have had new participants join the group, 

who have supported the AESA during the Winter 

Fair, Diamond Draw raffle and the ongoing 

refreshments at school events.  The Winter Fair 

raised an amazing £720.00. The money we raise as 

a team goes towards our children’s vital resources 

We would like to wish all our parents, students and 

teachers a 

very Merry 

Christmas 

and a Happy 

New Year.  

aesessex.co.uk

