Whilst you are waitingg

a UCAS Quiz!

Match the numbers to the questions i Numbers

Answers come up through the presentation 25,000
65
1.Number of courses in UCAS
150,000

2.Number of UK universities
3.Average earnings above non-graduate 9

4.Earnings threshold above which you have to
have to start paying your loan back

5.Number of applications per one place for 53
Economics at LSE

307,000

6.Amount of choices you can make on UCAS 162
7.Amount of students we know how dropped out 15

of university

8.Starting salary for graduates 2016-17 24,500
9.Amount of days before the first AES major 5

UCAS Deadline (Competitive Universities)
10.Number of universities offering MFL degrees
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The Future T the options available

Our Focus i Higher Education and UCAS
How UCAS works i an overview

How to choose a Course

How to choose a University

The UCAS Application T the Four Parts
Student Finance

How Parents can help

Key Deadlines




How we help students get there

A I Students do the research, applications etc. We give
advice, references, mock interviews. They can also use the Careers
service and look at or even

A - A way of learning skills and a trade, on the job.
Govt organises, students apply direct, we can offer help and advice.

A I Students arrange it all themselves or use a Gap
Year organisation (e.g. Gap Challenge or others). We can offer advice
regarding how to make the experience add to their UCAS application
A I Students contact the relevant sources and
organisations i we provide references, mock interviews etc.
AScrounge off their parents i You do the research i we stay well
away. Good luck.

AGo into Higher Education i Students research Universities and
courses and apply through UCAS 7 we monitor, advise and provide
references. Heap Guide. A Star Future - overseas
MReally not sure? / Kudos in school



http://www.studentladder.co.uk/School-Leaver-Programmes/school-leaver-programmes.html
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives-to-university
https://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
http://projecttrust.org.uk/
http://www.army.mod.uk/training_education/25683.aspx
http://www.fasttomato.com/
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives-higher-education

Our main Focusg

Higher Education

1. An opportunity to study in depth a subject of their choice

2. Life chances will improve T creates opportunities

3. Future earnings will be enhanced compared to non-graduates
(on average £150k more over lifetime)

4. For some University will bring the chance to live \ study \ work
abroad.

5. Helps develop their independence

6. The social life T but not too much

7. Sporting interests

8. The chance to spend a year in industry

9. Although the cost has increased significantly, bursaries and

scholarships have improved
10. It avoids work for another 3 or 4 years - maturity

I



http://search.ucas.com/

o Do Do Do Do Do Do

However why students .*"*.

AK2dA Ry Q.3

Students have had enough of education

Students are likely to finish their degree with considerable debt
(average £40k)

No guarantee of a good job at the end of it
I earnings figures are an average
Studying at University might not suit them

It can simply be putting off a decision and taking the easy option,
following their peers

Some careers do not require graduate entry




The role of
UCAS

UCAS processes applications for
full-time courses at higher
education providers in the UK.



How UCAS works the basics

A Applications are submitted using the UCAS online system
called APPLY

A Students can apply to up to FIVE University courses
(Four for Medicine/ Dentistry/ Veterinary Science)

A Applications need to be completed by a range of deadlines
between September and December (given later)

A Early applications have an advantage over later ones.

A Students should not underestimate how time consuming the
process can be 1 it is very important that they get it right but
the rewards are great



C:/Documents and Settings/Stuart/Important/UCAS 2013-14/Student Pack/4. Useful Research Websites 2013-14.doc

How UCAS Worksdetalls

A All applications go through UCAS who then pass applications on to
the relevant institutions (handful of private institutions)

A Universities use four things to make their selections:
-GCSE grades
-U6 predicted grades (L6 exam results are a factor)
-Personal Statement
-Our Reference
A The institutions consider an application and does one of three things:
1) Offers a place (thiaeacandtion i ke
the student achieves certain grades or points in their U6 public

examinations / However, growing move towards offer of an
unconditional 66 place, but Dbewa

) Rejects the studenti if they do not consider them suitable
for their course (change of language i unsuccessful!)

i) Call the student for interview, or atesti1 after which they will
do one of the above.

Once an applicant has


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

How UCAS Worksdetalls

Applicant selects from the offers received and accepts TWO
(some applicants will get five offers, in theory some might not get

any).
Applicants with no offerscanusetheif UCAS EX TRYA8t em
allowing them to make further individual applications.

Students normally accept one high (firm) and one lower
(insurance) offer.

If after publication of Exam results an applicant has met the offer
they are guaranteed a place on that course.

Applicants who falil to reach an offer by a small margin can contact
the University and it is still possible to get a place on the chosen
cour se. | f resul ts 1URSIAdNsENensdi. g n |

Those who fail to meet their first choice, but meet their second are
guaranteed a place on that course. It is assumed that they will
accept that place.

Applicants who do not meet either of their offers may

still get a pl aceCLBARING®.i veUC/\S



How to choose a course

Consider what subject(s) you would like to study at University
based upon factors such as:

What subjects really interest you and you would like to
explore further?

What are you good at? A levels, IB or outside interests
Do you have specific career ambitions? Employability
What is a realistic assessment of your potential ?

(use Term 2, Term 3 reports, L6 Mocks and final PG in late
September for guidance)

NB: Joint Honours, Non-Sixth Form Courses

NOTE: Research tasks have already been issued! gu



C:/Documents and Settings/Stuart/Local Settings/UCAS 2012-13/Form Tutor Pack/Course and University choices of ex U6.xlsx
C:/Documents and Settings/Stuart/Important/UCAS 2013-14/Student Pack/4. Useful Research Websites 2013-14.doc

Researching courses

Your son or daughter can use the UCAS search tool
search.ucas.com

UC/\S Search tool

Search courses

Where do you normally live?*: [REEEEiEE
Search courses available in*- @ 2015 @ 2016

o

Search by any or all of the following

UGS Enter a university

(KL= Enter a country, county, city

UCAS Search tool

Use our new search to find undergraduate courses
and courses at conservatoires

We'll be adding all our other courses soon — until
then, click the links below.

. Postgraduate courses
« Postgraduate teacher training courses

. Foundation degrees

Don’t know what to study?

Need help finding courses? Browse subjects and
find out what's available.



https://digital.ucas.com/search

Angl o comparati ve.

* 5 X

Languages!!!

Alex and Olly story



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

How to choose a University

A Using UCAS, compile a list of Universities that offer courses in
the subjects that interest you

A Draw up a shortlist of those with realistic entry requirements

(Grades, IB Points or UCAS tariff points T HEAP Guide can
help to shortlist)

A Research - How do they rank? (overall and by subject)
How are the courses taught? QAA, Employability,
Links to industry, Languages, Year abroad

A Find out about the locations of the Universities

(City v Campus) and visit realistic choices on Open Days (but
not too many!)

A Overseas universities an option?
(upcoming assembly)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

In addition..

Other things to consider

* Finance — course fees,
grants, travel and living costs




*x X %

% The best way to narrow choices

* 5 *

UCAS

Introducing the new UCAS open
days search tool — get some
dates in your students diaries:
www.ucas.com/open-days

4
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; UCAS
ucas.com/virtual tours

UCAS Advisers Providers Corporate Events Connect
At the heart of Next event: Ayrshire higher education convention
connecting peop]e Ayr, 8 Sep 2015 - More events
U C to higher education Keyword des Q

Exploring university Conventions and exhibitions Conferences Training for advisers & providers

Home » Events : Exploring university

ik vl Virtual tours CALL OUR
Learn about uni on a taster

course View published CLEAR'NG
TEAM
Open days tips

We realise that not everyone can attend an open day, but it's pretty important to see where you'll be O I 227
studying and possibly living. 5 4098 0

UC,AS Events on , So here’s a list of virtual tours and videos from universities and colleges so you can see what it’s like on
Twitter campus and what facilities are available

#UCASDesign# welcomes If the uni/college you're interested in isn't listed, take a look at their website or YouTube channel instead
some new exhibitors in

November @LondonAtelier

‘F‘nd pri—— Click on a university or college to view their virtual tour or video.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
A

Umversny of Aberdeen

mouth (formerly University College)

P 7, - $i7. Its ‘ o ) Chnst Church
been a great conference! What B

University
were the best bits for you?

Bangor University

sity of Bedfo

soham Cit

Follow us on Twitter




How to Apply

The application is made online and is made up of 4 parts:

# Personal Details / Education
# Course Choices

# Personal Statement

# Reference

Note: Personal Details/Education will be completed in
school by the end of the year.

Download
the UCAS b

newsapp m
. ssliod onthe 4} v


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

The Personal Statement

A Must be well written and carefully prepared

(it can and does make a significant contribution to an
applicant s success or fail

A Roughly an A4 sheet which must cover the following:
AWhy chosen course or subject?
A Academic qualities relevant to chosen subject

A Other relevant personal qualities and
achievements

AWhy me?
A Detailed advice is given in the Student UCAS Pack

(exemplars are available for students in Shared Area)
I

A Please help us with PS Minimum revision Dates:
(given in key deadlines slide)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

Resources

UCAS

re SO U rce S How-to guides

Wwww.ucas.com/personalstatement Persor > tement

How to write your personal statement

This video looks at how to get started, as well as
common fears and concerns
Watch more video guides

MY UCAS PERSONAL STATEMENTT



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

The Reference

AAn fiOpenod, honest referenc
A Written by UCAS Mentor

A Students know who is writing their reference and will
work on their application with that person

AMentor will consult with a
tutor etc.

A Contains predicted grades for all subjects based on
realistic expectations



http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/Images/TeacherWriting200_tcm4-432850.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/maximisingpotential/unit6/index.asp&usg=__vWn3wPFsIB1hlG6ejZHhvoUJmmI=&h=200&w=200&sz=15&hl=en&start=29&um=1&tbnid=DfEFyozic7D2aM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=teacher+writing&ndsp=20&hl=en&rlz=1R2GGLR_enGB331&sa=N&start=20&um=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

Student Finance

A Administered online at
A Students apply for finance by April 2019 (non-assessed) but by
May 2018 if asking for assessment of Household income

A Fees range from £6,500 to £9,250 however most £8-9,250

A Finance available:

0 Tuition Fee Loan up to £9,250 (everyone is eligible)

0 Maintenance Loan (everyone gets 65% - average is £4.8k
(£6.9k London), 35% means-tested of around £3k)
up to household income of £62,500 or £69,500 for London Univ

0 Maintenance Grant (non-repayable) means-tested £3,482
on pre-tax income between £25k - £42k

0 Bursaries / Scholarships from Universities have risen

0 National Scholarship Programme for households below £25k

0] Good resources:


http://www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

Loan Repayments

Repayments are made on 9% of income over £25,000, Maximum 30 years

Upto£18,330 £1,927 £0
£19,000 £1,983 £
£21,000 £1730 £20
£24,000 £2000 £42
£27.000 £2230 £69
£30,000 £2500 £67

Note: once you start repaying interest is applied to your loan of Inflation + up to 3%
Source: www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbJHkwHZCCM

Student Responsibility

A Ensure that deadlines are met (PSs especially)
A Carry out appropriate research i Mentor Tasks
A Consult with their FT and Mentor regularly

A Tell us in advance if they are visiting Universities

A Be available in July / August when the Exam results are
published just in case.

Alf in doubt é. ask



