
  

 

represented and 72  languages spoken in the homes 
of our students. We know, anecdotally at least, that 
Anglo students have an edge when it comes to job 
and university prospects with some universities 
explicitly making a language part of an offer. 
 
 
 
This excellent practice is set against a dire 
linguistic landscape across the country with 
numbers of students studying languages in decline, 

fewer people coming in 
to the profession to teach 
languages and an all too 
common myth that the 
British are not good at 
learning languages and it 
doesn't matter anyway 
because most people 
speak English. As it is, 
English is the third most 
spoken language in the 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
Yet there is a deeper, broader, more qualitative 
reason  for learning languages but one which 
resonates in the world of diplomacy, trade 
negotiations and, simply, in terms of our common 
humanity.  Nelson Mandela summed it up well, "If 
you talk to a man in a language he understands, 
that goes to his head. If you talk to him in 
his language, that goes to his heart".   
 

Indeed, there is now a greater imperative to learn 
languages, whether we need to forge a new role for 
the UK in the world or reassure our European 
neighbours that we still regard them as important 
contributors to our success as a nation. 
 

David Barrs/Jody Gee 
Co-Headteachers 

“One language sets you in a corridor 
for life. Two languages open every 
door along the way.”  Frank Smith 
 

Our front page is always an opportunity to help our 
community understand the impact of our five pillars 
on the school's ethos.  Language learning is a key 
pillar, part of our broad, baccalaureate 
curriculum.  Provision for languages in this school 
is without precedent in the state sector and probably 
in the independent 
sector too.  Nine 
languages in total 
including English 
which is a second 
language for almost 
half of our 
students.  We may be 
biased but the 
participation figures are 
breath-taking.  At the 
time of writing, out of 
1462 students, 24 study 
Arabic, 149 study Mandarin, 765 study French, 519 
study German, 143 Italian, 75 Japanese, 53 
Russian, 762 Spanish and 14 study Polish as part of 
a club run by Sixth Formers.  We teach 6 of the 10 
most widely spoken languages and all 5 of the 
recognised UN languages. 
 

In terms of academic achievement, we have 20 
language teachers and many teachers of other 
subjects who speak other languages.  We were the 
first comprehensive school to become a Specialist 
Language College in 1995 before the programme 
was disbanded; we were the first of 12 schools to 
pilot the Mandarin Excellence Programme; we are 
the lead school of four to be involved in the 
University of Cambridge Multilingualism 
project.  With a policy of all students studying two 
languages other than English up to Year 11 and all 
students in the Sixth Form studying one,  all of our 
students can be defined as multilingual.  This is all 
supported by a remarkably diverse  community and 
their own families where we have 55 nationalities  
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Language is not a genetic gift, it is a social gift. 
Learning a new language is becoming a member of the 
club – the community of speakers of that language.  

“The limits of my language mean 
the limits of my world.” Ludwig 
Wittgenstein 

Learn a language, and you’ll avoid a war –
 Arab Proverb 

“Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you 
where its people come from and where they are 
going.”  Rita Mae Brown 

http://www.aesessex.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@aesessex.co.uk
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Where are they now? 
Ex-student Jess Metson (2017-
2019) was inspired by the 
Sixth Form’s motto of 
‘grabbing opportunities’ and 
signed up for a summer 
volunteer visit to go to Chiang Mai, Thailand. “It is an 
opportunity I am not sure I would have taken had I not 
gone to the Anglo for Sixth Form and repeatedly told to 
not be vanilla!”  She will be working in an elephant 
sanctuary and hopefully improving opportunities 
within the hill-tribes villages.  She is also fundraising 
for her work in Thailand and for the Future Sense 
Foundation.  She would be extremely grateful for any 
donations, follow the link for more information.   
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JessMetson 
 

Ex-student Jaymey McIvor 
(2014-2016), Conservative 
Councillor for the North 
Weald Bassett ward was 
recently invited by ADP 
Nigeria to be their guest 
speaker at their first ever 
Youth Economic Summit.  

 

Mrs Bunna Fidder, ex-staff member (2011-2015), is 
now living in the Netherlands with her husband and 
new baby, Willem and is working at the European 
School of The Hague, apparently the pull of working in 
a similar environment to the Anglo was very strong! 
 

Francesca Bradford (2009-2016), is currently 
working as a personal trainer after studying the AIB at 
our Sixth Form. francescabradford@hotmail.com 
 

We welcomed ex-student and ex-member of staff 
Marie-Louise Brown 
back to the Anglo, joined 
by colleagues from 
Lyceum Alpinum Zuoz, a 
Swiss International 
Boarding School.  
 

Ex-student Lotte Wubben-
Moy (2010-2015) visited 
the school to deliver a 
special assembly for all Key Stage 3 girls aimed at 
inspiring female participation in more sport and 
exercise. Lotte has played football for Arsenal ladies 
but currently studies Sport and Exercise Science in 
North Carolina and plays football for the college team. 
She also represents the England U23 team.  Lotte 
spoke so well about some of the negative stereotypes 
she has faced growing up playing football in a largely 

male dominated 
sport and the 
girls seemed 
fascinated by 
her experiences. 
She is a true 
inspiration.  

Anglo in the Community 
We are working in partnership with the local Ingatestone 
Library in a bid to encourage students to read more.  The 
Library manager, Mr Messin delivered an assembly to 
Years 7 and 8 which encouraged students to join their 
local Library.  We are looking to expand our Year 10 
reading mentoring programme to include  volunteers 
from the local community.  There is much research that 
shows that barriers are lowered when we get to know 
each other and therefore reading will improve. 

We continued our very successful community lecture 
programme with Chris Doyle, a Director from the 
Council for Arab British Understanding talking about 
“The Economies of the Arab region and their influence 
on the globalised world”.   This was followed by Nikki 
Treffers, Director  of Marketing and New Business, 
Beresfords talking about “Being in Business and 
Breaking Glass Ceilings”.   Her presentation gave 
insights and advice on how to succeed as a young female 
entrepreneur.  

Over 100 staff, students, parents and members of the 
local community came to the hustings for the General 
Election 2019. Candidates from each political party 
attended, Alex Burghart (Conservative), Oliver Durose 
(Labour), Paul Jeater (Green), David Kendall (Liberal 
Democrats) and Robin Tilbrook (English Democrats) 
and Mr Barrs, Headteacher chaired the event. Each 
candidate delivered their manifestos and then the 
audience were invited to ask questions.   
 
We held our first ‘Keeping up with the children: 
Reading’ session where parents were invited to 
discuss different strategies to encourage and support 
reading.  More sessions are planned for the new year 
so call the School Office for more information. 
 
The Upper 
Sixth 
Community 
group hosted 
the 25th 
Annual 
Senior 
Citizens’ 
Christmas 
Party.  
Record numbers attended and guests were treated to 
a festive afternoon tea with sherry and mulled wine 
before being entertained by students with excerpts 
from the very successful school production of 
“Schools Will Rock You”. 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JessMetson
mailto:francescabradford@hotmail.com
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Student News 
To celebrate National Poetry Day, the English Department 
centred their Key Stage 3 lessons around this year's theme 
of 'Truth'. Students explored some poems by this year’s 
Poet Laureate Simon Armitage and produced some of 
their own poetry, exploring topical subjects they felt 
needed to be addressed in our world today. 
 
Year 8 students participated in our annual Drugs 
Awareness Day, compr ising of workshops on legal 
highs, the law on drugs and the effect of drugs on the 
body and concluding with a powerful presentation from 
Russell Symons from Impressionable Minds.   
 

Sixth Form students 
once again made their 
mark at the unique 
SOAS Asia Day 
conference. They posed 
some excellent 
questions to the wide 
range of speakers, took 
part in both 
introductory Arabic and 
Mandarin sessions, and 
came away much better 
informed about some of 
the pressing issues in 

the region. Students said: "this visit really opened my eyes 
to a part of the world I knew little about", and, "this visit 
has made me want to definitely visit and perhaps even 
study in Asia in the future".  
 
Our Upper Sixth Politics students were very fortunate to 
be invited to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. The 
students were shown around the very impressive George 
Gilbert Scott building including the grand offices and 
conference rooms and internal courtyards, highlights 
included Durbar Court the former heart of the India Office 
and the Locarno suite of reception rooms.  
 
Sixth Form students held their Christmas Hidden Talents 
assembly featuring stand up comedy, a beatbox 
performance, a newly formed band and even a blindfolded 
music recital! The students thoroughly engaged with and 
supported their peers.  
 
The committed and talented cast for “Schools Will Rock 
You” worked tirelessly on their acting, singing and 
choreography for this year's school production. They were 
also fortunate to have worked with industry professionals 
to perfect their range of sophisticated performance skills.  
The results were spellbinding!   
 

Anglo European School Association 
The Anglo European School Association is pleased to 
say, thanks to your support, we have contributed 
£12,000 towards learning materials for the school for 
this year (2019-2020). We had a successful and 
enjoyable Quiz Night in November raising £1,300 and 
also a festive and fun Winter Fair for the students last 
week raising over £1,000. Thank you to all of the 
enthusiastic volunteers and to everyone for their 
contributions!  We wish everyone a restful 
winter break. It’s never too late to volunteer 
and participate in AESA events— we hope to 
see more new faces next term. 

Charities—Anglo Giving 
Our new CAS Charities Committee organised for the 
whole school to vote for nominated charities.  The 
outcome for this school academic year is that we will 
be supporting Little Havens Hospice as the local 
charity, Young Minds as the national charity and 
Greenpeace as the international charity.    

This term we have supported the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal, the Rotary Club Shoebox Appeal and 
some Upper Sixth students have been busy with their 
“help the homeless” initiative.  We have also 
supported our school charities through our non-
uniform Christmas themed day. 

Record numbers attended our Careers Convention this 
year, approximately 600 families attended to talk to 
over 40 contributors from the world of work, training 
organisations and representatives from Further and 
Higher Education including Teledyne e2v, Tees 
Law, Anglia Ruskin University and Beresfords.  
 

Quantum Theatre visited Year  10 students to 
perform “A Christmas Carol”. This was a fantastic 
opportunity to see one of their GCSE English 
Literature texts bought to life. The production was 
generously funded by the School Association.  
 

GCSE Business students have successfully gained 
start-up capital for their new business venture via the 
Peter Jones (Dragons Den) Foundation. Team 
Astrus Vintage are now trading prosperously in 
vintage clothes.  https://www.depop.com/
astrusvintage/ 

 

Year 8 took 
part in our 
Crime and 
Safety 
Awareness 
Day organised 
by the No Way 
Trust.  The key 
message of the 
day was 
‘choice’.  The 

day was designed to make young people think about 
the consequences of making the wrong choices in life. 
This included workshops on criminal behaviour and 
personal safety, both in public places and online.   

https://www.facebook.com/e2vteledyne/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDsMuE8N5NRjox7a09eKq4KwHjGWNVwKLGtcdn7SadNkt7mrFtjbtEh30DCeivAt-76HTmMVy9WRYFP&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAqQy5BOrjCF3HdcGGaVHAtk1h9DiKu0uyRSvnNAphRLvKclaX7BnV7WgalnajUtK-J3BNsvizGMAkAt_BZZw76nSaiS
https://www.facebook.com/angliaruskin/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDpwHgUPLZcoDAOVDTjc2wluT0QzcuArUhBa48Y5TILpJjmXMmoIZQVbGZwmU1SRxGunmqZxpEv0zeF&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAqQy5BOrjCF3HdcGGaVHAtk1h9DiKu0uyRSvnNAphRLvKclaX7BnV7WgalnajUtK-J3BNsvizGMAkAt_BZZw76nSai
https://www.beresfords.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Angloeuropeanschoolpta/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARABQSke9HrOaBSIc_VlxkFptf2M_pnSaWHQVF0hRif-4g7pi1HwZ-aokfVJBUp-vnbxCot4h8GJLAjJ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCDnHKRtAKcJd2_u9hxQ1KxZdsqEWAj3uHBNa5K-ccwc5sI6lTt6fRTxLy9F8SAJBECIcPXphegAtlprv
https://www.depop.com/astrusvintage/
https://www.depop.com/astrusvintage/
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Visitors to the School 
David Barrs, Cate 
Peeters and Fan 
Gallet met with 
Tony 
Calderbank, UK 
Consultant and 
Cierra DePalmo, 
Programme 
Associate from the 
Qatar Foundation 

International to discuss the future of Arabic teaching at 
Anglo.  Fan Gallet was then invited to attend the 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages Convention in Washington DC by the QFI, 
where she networked with languages teachers and 
shared new teaching and learning strategies.   
 
Chris McNamara, CEO from Pathway CTM gave a 
presentation to our Upper Sixth students: “I had a 
fantastic morning speaking to the students at Anglo 
European School in Essex! Great to see so many 
students engaged, and Pathway CTM are excited to be 
supporting them through their next steps towards really 
exciting futures.”  
 
Essex County Council Roadster Team visited our  
Lower Sixth students to deliver a day of road safety 
carousel events and activities.  As our young people are 
starting to learn how to drive or thinking about driving 
lessons, it is important for them to learn more about 
road safety, emergency first aid, the dangers of not 
wearing a seat belt, drinking and driving, drugs and 
driving and using mobile phones and driving. 
 
The Riot Act Theatre Company visited the school to 
perform ‘Deadly Distractions’ to the Year 7 students. 
The play contained hard hitting facts about the tragedies 
that occur on the roads. Essex Highways supported this 
event.   

Visitors from the Chinese Ministry of Education and 
various teaching colleges were welcomed to Anglo for a 
day of observation, information sharing and gift giving.  
 
We hosted a group of Russian students as part of our 
partnership with UNESCO.  They spent the afternoon 
performing Shakespeare sonnets to some of our Year 8 
students. 

Please see aesessex.co.uk and check out our Facebook and 
Twitter page for up-to-date news 

Staff Update 
We say farewell to the following staff:  Mr D Loveland, 
Teacher of DT/IBCP Co-ordinator, Mr O Furnival, IB 
Curriculum Manager, Ms E Robins, Teacher of 
Biology, Ms Y Huo, Hanban Teacher of Chinese.  

We welcome the following new members of staff: Mr S 
Newton, DT Teacher , Ms J Donnan, Science, Ms T 
Dai, Hanban Teacher  of Chinese, Miss M Falcone, 
SEN Assistant, Mr J Gil, Catering Assistant, Mrs K 
Potton, Midday Supervisor , Mrs M Sin-Chan, 
Midday Supervisor/Medical Support Officer, Mrs A 
Brabnikova, Midday Supervisor , Miss L Henderson, 
Assistant Site Manager, Mrs E Thoms, Attendance 
Officer, Mrs N Kirby, Curriculum Support Assistant 
and we welcome back Mrs Ibbotson, Geography teacher 
after her maternity leave.   

Spotlight on Arabic 
Arabic has been taught at the Anglo for a year and a 

half and is constantly developing. We now have a 

Lower Sixth class, a Key Stage 3 club, a Key Stage 4 

club and a Sixth Form class after school. We are 

working closely with Qatar Foundation International to 

continue to enhance our students’ learning and we are 

looking forward to organising some Arabic-world 

related visits! 

Hannah Jeljalane 11P wrote the following ar ticle 

about studying Arabic: 

Marhaba! I started learning Arabic in the beginning of 
2019, and since then I have learnt how to read, write, 
and speak in Arabic. In the lessons, we have covered 
many topics such as family, travelling, colours and 
numbers, and now we are challenging ourselves by 
learning different tenses too! Arabic is seen as a 
difficult language to learn because of the new alphabet, 
however with practice and confidence, learning the 
language comes easier than you would think. Although 
the lessons take place during lunch time, I do not regret 
deciding to learn it at all, because I believe it will have 
great use for me for when I apply to a new job, or travel 
to different countries. Every year the school prepares a 
special day for all students learning Arabic: “Arabic 
Enrichment Day”. This is a day where the students get 
the chance to explore the Arabic culture by taking part 
in activities such as: doing calligraphy, making posters, 
and also trying Arabic food! This is a big bonus to 
learning Arabic, and the opportunity as a whole is 
something I'm very grateful for. Sometimes I spot that 
Arabic has similarities to other languages, such as 
German- in German sugar is “Zucker” (der Zucker) 
and in Arabic it is “Sukar” (alsukar), here you can see 
the words look very similar and they are pronounced 
similarly too. 

aesessex.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/angloeuropeanschool
https://twitter.com/angloeuropean73

