
AES COVID UPDATE No 20 
 

Dear Parents  and Carers 
  
Welcome to our new style update.  You will be familiar with our 
fortnightly Student Bulletin.  We will now publish it weekly but more 
often if there are important messages to pass on to you.  We hope this 
will help go some way to restoring a sense of normality. 
  
The well-being of our students has always been our priority in these 
unusual times and we appreciate that some families are facing 
particular circumstances that make successful engagement with home
-learning more of a challenge. There is still no indication as to when 
schools might return or on what basis.  One thing is certain, we will 
not be returning to “normal”.  When we do return we will have to 
adhere to guidance relating to hygiene and social distancing. 
  
With this in mind, we are going to introduce a Tutor Period every 
Thursday Period 3 (11.30am-12.30pm).  This normally happens in 
Week 1 of the timetable anyway (Day 4) but we are going to make 
this weekly.  This means that the subject your child is timetabled for 
on Day 9 Period 3 will not take place. 
  
In this period, your child’s Form Tutor will set some work related 
broadly to the situation we are in and their well-being.  We expect 
them to respond as they normally would to any set work.  The Form 
Tutor will note the responses and also follow up with any child who 
does not respond. This will enable us to gauge how our students are 
doing and follow-up with you if we have any concerns. The 
questionnaire will offer the child and parent the opportunity of a 
phone call. 
  
  
Jody Gee and David Barrs 
Headteachers 
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Studying at home: 
The Anglo Virtual Music Project 
On-line Music Tuition 
Mr Beedell’s Conundrum 
Free IDA resources 
 
Wellbeing at home: 
National Home Learning Support Helpline 
for Parents  
 
Opportunities: 
Lancaster University taster seminars for 
languages 
Futurelearn—resources for 13+ designed 
by universities 
Youth Service activities 
Reading  

Mr Cuff would like to congratulate the Year 11 
football team who reached the final of the Mid-
Essex Cup.  Unfortunately, they did not get the 
opportunity to play this game, but he was 
extremely confident that they would have gone 
on to win the cup.   This follows the news that 
their captain Bobby Dailly was recently offered a 
2 year scholarship with Millwall Football Club.  
He wishes them all the best for their future and 
we hope to see some of them return to our Sixth 
Form.  

Year 7— reply slips need to be returned to 
Mrs Peeters via enquiries@aesessex.co.uk to 
detail language choices for Year 8.  

Mr Beedell's conundrum: 
 

If a Willem de Kooning is worth 74 
and Niki de Saint Phalle is worth 
111, how much is an Edgar Degas 
worth?  
 
The solution will be revealed in the 
next bulletin.  
 

mailto:enquiries@aesessex.co.uk


Anglo Virtual Music Project 
The Music Department would like to set a challenge to all students 
who took part in Choir or Concert Band this year. We would love to 
complete our performance of Aint No Mountain High Enough from 
the safety of our own homes. All you need to do is record a video of 
yourself performing your part (voice or instrument) with the original 
song playing through headphones and we will attempt to create one 
performance using the individual parts.  
 
The sheet music which includes lyrics to the song can be found 
here: Aint No Mountain High Enough and the original song can be 
found here on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
C_3eYj-pOM or here on Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/
track/7tqhbajSfrz2F7E1Z75ASX?
si=CXV27AOoQueBwqdvfA07mw  

We recommend that you play or sing with only one ear listening to 
the track so you can still hear yourself performing. Completed 
videos and any questions on completing the challenge can be sent to 
Mr Barden and Mr Saunders at enquiries@aesessex.co.uk  Please 
ensure you include your name and form with any 
videos sent in.  

On-line Music tuition for our 
Music Students 

  
If you have signed up to have music tuition for 
the summer term,  our students now have the 
opportunity to receive these lessons from their 
tutor on-line. If you have paid for lessons this 
term, you will receive an e-mail from Essex 
Music Services to explain how you can access 
these. Once you have taken up the offer, the Hub 
will match you with your tutor or the next 
available tutor for your instrument, email you 
with details of the lesson and how to access it. 
The lessons are a continuation of your in-
school learning, and will be private between you 
and the tutor. There are safeguarding policies in 
place for this which have been approved by the 
Essex Safeguarding Lead and you will be given 
access to this policy and a 'how to have successful 
online lessons' summary guide to help you get the 
most out of this opportunity. Once you've applied 
the hub will send you details about which online 
platform we're using and guidance as to how to 
use it.  
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National Home Learning Support Helpline for Parents  
 
A national parent helpline has been set up, known as StarLine. It is also staffed by 
Ofsted inspectors who have been redeployed alongside teachers to provide advice 
about home learning to parents. The helpline is designed to help parents and 
carers create regular routines and study habits, offering practical steps to take and 
access to resources, such as support with a specific topic or advice on how to 
structure the day, deal with difficult behaviour or manage the learning of several 
children. StarLine is open six days a week and covers all areas of the 
curriculum across all phases of education. The number to call is  0330 313 
9162 (calls charged at local rate). 

Tips, advice and guidance on where you can get support for your mental health during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-
mental-health/#i-am-struggling-with-self-isolation-and-social-distancing-   

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/#i-am-struggling-with-self-isolation-and-social-distancing-
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/#i-am-struggling-with-self-isolation-and-social-distancing-


Lancaster University will be holding a series of online taster seminars every 
Wednesday 12-1. They will introduce you to the world of languages and cultures. 
Each week will focus on a different language/topic and are free and open to all (no 
prior knowledge required). 
 
Wednesday 29th April - French 
Wednesday 6th May - German 
Wednesday 13th May - Chinese 
Wednesday 20th May - Spanish 
Wednesday 27th May - Italian 
Wednesday 3rd June - All about translation and interpreting.  
 
For more information and to join sessions use this link -  https://
www.lancaster.ac.uk/events/digital-languages-cultures-taster-sessions   

Futurelearn is the platform for Massive Open Online Courses - 
often aimed for 16+ and set by universities.  They have just 
announced that they are offering free access to hundreds of online 
educational courses for school students aged 13+, to continue and 
expand their learning.  Courses cover a whole range from 
understanding nuclear energy to Global ethics, and everything in 
between.  These courses would be particularly useful as 
introductions to future study.  https://www.futurelearn.com/   

Youth Services Activities 
Please see attached details of some online activities being run by the 
Youth Service and for more information visit the website https://
youth.essex.gov.uk/young-people/online-activities/. 

Staying home is the perfect opportunity to give reading a go: whether you want to try something new or 
dive into that book that you’ve been meaning to read for forever or to revisit an old favourite.  Reading is 
not just for studying, it reduces stress and improves your mental health.  You can download the library app 
BorrowBox on your smart device, log on using your library card number and date of birth. Then you can 
search for an audio or eBook.   
 
Audible has also opened up its library for as long as schools are closed. You don't need a card or to log in, 
simply follow: https://stories.audible.com/
discovery  
 
If you don't know where to start, in the link 
below you have the top 100 books for young 
adults:  https://time.com/100-best-young-adult
-books/  
 
Let us know which books you are reading. 
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EXAMINATION DATES –2015/2016  
TYPE DATES VENUES 

Year 9 Exams Monday 14 March STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

Year 10 Exams Thursday 17 - Thursday 24th March STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

Year 8 Exams Monday 25 –Friday 29 April MRC HALL 

Year 7 Exams Monday 9 – Friday 13 May MRC HALL 

SUMMER EXAMS Monday 16 May - Tuesday 28  June  

GCSE Biology Core/Triple Tuesday 17 May PM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Chemistry Core/Triple Thursday 19 May AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

AQA FSK English Friday 20 May AM & PM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Physics Core/Triple Wednesday 25 May PM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Maths Linear Paper 1 Thursday 26 May  AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE English/English Language Tuesday 7  June AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Maths Linear Paper 2 Thursday 9 June  AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Biology Additional/Triple Friday 10 June AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Chemistry Additional/

Triple 

Wednesday 15  June PM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Physics Additional/Triple Friday 17 June AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Biology Triple Monday 20 June AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Chemistry Triple Wednesday 22  June AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

GCSE Physics Triple Friday 24  June AM STAGE HALL / SPORTS HALL 

Calendar       April/May 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

27 
Day 1 
 

28 
 

29 30 1 2 3 

4 
Day 6 
 

5 6 7 
 

8 
Bank Holiday 

9 10 

11 
Day 1 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 
Day 6 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

 
 

TERM DATES 2019-2020 
 
 

 
Summer Term  

 
Monday 20th April 2020 - 

Wednesday 22nd July 2020 

 

Half Term: 25th May—29th May 2020 
 
 

Please follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter for 
news items.   

Learner Profile Attribute Focus on Social Media:   Inquisitive 

Learner Profile Attribute Focus on Social Media:   Knowledgeable 

Learner Profile Attribute Focus on Social Media:     Critical 

Learner Profile Attribute Focus on Social Media:     Articulate 

As you can see above, on our social media pages we are focusing each week on a 
different Learner Profile attribute.  If you or your family would like to share 
anything that you are doing that you think might fit into these categories please feel 
free to share via enquiries@aesessex.co.uk    
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