
Russia and it’s Rulers – Introductory Work Package 

The OCR A-level history course is comprised of four key components, each worth a differing percentage of 
your final grade. Your lessons will split these components equally, with one teacher going through the 
Tudors and the Cold War (collecEvely worth 40% of your final grade) and another teacher going through 
Russia and finally coursework (together worth 60%). Russia and it’s Rulers is the only component that you 
will study throughout the two years of your Eme at A-level, and so it is vital that you put a lot of effort into 
understanding the content you are taught and familiarise yourself with the context of the period. 

Russia and it’s Rulers differs to the other components in that it is designed to cover 109 years of Russian 
history. From 1855 and the accession of Alexander II, to the demise of Khrushchev in 1964. You will be 
studying Russian history via a themaEc approach, looking at changes in government, society, economy and 
a myriad of other themes across the 109 year period. As there is so much content to learn, and many of 
you will be enErely unfamiliar with Russian history, I have put together a short introductory work package 
that should give you a framework of understanding for the period of Russian history we will be studying. I 
would strongly recommend you complete this package as a minimum before you begin A-level in 
September. 

1) Let’s start with the basics – can you iden=fy the meaning of these key words? 

Key word Meaning

Autocracy 

Democracy 

Liberalism 

Marxism 

Capitalism 

Communism 

Dictatorship 

Totalitarianism 

IndustrialisaEon 

CollecEvisaEon  

Oppression 

Repression 



2) Now that we have covered some key words, it would be good to get a beGer understanding of the 
country we will focus so much of our studies on. These are just a few ideas to get you thinking. 
Using the internet, try to answer some of the following ques=ons below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriculture 

Geography

Culture

What is the climate like in Siberia? What is the climate like in the 
south and west?

Where are most crops grown? Which ports are frozen over for 
some of the year?

What kind of culture do Russians 
have?

What examples of Russian culture 
can you find?



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People

Economy

Is Russian culture intertwined with 
religion?

Are there different cultures in the 
Caucasus and the far east?

What different ethnic groups can 
be found in Russia?

How do people’s lifestyles differ 
from ours?

What do most Russians do for 
employment?

Is there a sense of naEonal unity in 
Russia?

What kind of economy does Russia 
have?

Where is Russia’s agricultural 
heartland?



 

 

Religion

What raw materials does Russia 
possess?

What are Russia’s most important 
industries?

What other religions are present in 
Russia, and where?

What is the main religion in 
Russia?

How religious is the average 
Russian?

Has Russia always been religious?

Government

Who is Vladimir PuEn? How does Russia funcEon as a 
federal democracy?

What kinds of government has 
Russia had in the past?

Is Russia truly a democracy today?



  

3) Now that we have some contextual understanding of Russia as a country today, it would be a 
good opportunity to introduce you to some key faces that are relevant to our course. Between 
1855 and 1964, Russia has 7 different rulers that we focus on. It would be good for you to do 
some research and create a fact file on each of these rulers to have a basic understanding of each. 
I have done the first one for you as an example. 

 

 

 

 

 
Nicholas II (1894-1917) 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Alexander III (1881-1894) 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Alexander II (1855-1881) 

Alexander II was unexpectedly crowned Tsar of Russia in 1855 a_er 
his father died of Pneumonia rather suddenly. He came to power at a 
Eme of great crisis, as Russia was embroiled in the Crimean War. He 
managed to end the war on relaEvely amicable terms with the 
opposing powers. Alexander oversaw a period of great reform, 
freeing serfs, modernising the army and construcEng railways and 
factories. Regardless of his efforts to improve Russia, he could o_en 
be indecisive and distracted, and failed to recognise the growing 
threat from revoluEonary groups that were expanding. He was 
assassinated in 1881 by a terrorist group called The People’s 
Will.___________________________________________________



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provisional Government (February 1917- October 1917) 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Vladimir Lenin (1917-1924) 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Josef Stalin (1924-1953) 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________



 

 

4) One more thing that would be useful for you to have is a sense of chronology. When we have so 
much informa=on across so many different dates, it can be confusing and disorienta=ng, even for 
a teacher. Having a clear =meline of the most important dates would help you massively in 
organising your knowledge even before you start! Try and fill in the gaps below using some 
internet research – I have completed some for you already! 

1853 - The Crimean War begins. Russia eventually loses to an alliance of France, the Ottoman 
Empire, and Britain. 
1861 - Tsar Alexander II launches reforms and frees the __________. 
1867 - Russia sells ______________ to the United States for $7.2 million. 
1897 - The Social Democratic Party is established. It would later split into the ____________ 
and Menshevik parties. 
1904 - Russia goes to war against ___________ in Manchuria and loses badly. 
1905 - The Revolution of 1905 occurs. Around 200 people are killed on Bloody _________. 
1905 - Tsar Nicholas II is forced to accept the ______________  allowing for a parliament 
called the _______. 
1914 - ____________ begins. Russia fights on the side of the Allies. Russia invades Germany. 
1917 - The Russian Revolution occurs. The Tsarist government is ___________. The 
communist Bolsheviks under ________________ take control in the October Revolution. 
1918 - The Russians exit World War I with the Treaty of ______________. They give up 
Finland, Poland, Latvia, Estonia, and the Ukraine. 
1918 - Tsar Nicholas II and his family are ____________ by the Bolsheviks. The "Red Terror" 
begins as Lenin institutes communism. The Russian __________ war erupts. 

Nikita Khrushchev (1953-1964) 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_i/tsar_nicholas_ii.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_i/russian_revolution.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_i/vladimir_lenin.php


1921 - Lenin announces his New Economic Policy. 
1922 - The Russian Civil War comes to an end. The Soviet ___________ is established. 
1924 - Lenin dies and ______________ becomes the new leader. 
1934 - Stalin's Great __________ begins. Stalin eliminates any opposition and up to 20 million 
people are killed. 
1939 - World War II begins. Russian invades ____________ in an agreement with Germany. 
1941 - Germany invades Russia. Russia joins the Allies. 
1942 - The Russian army defeats the German army at the Battle of _____________. This is 
the major turning point in World War II. 
1945 - World War II ends. The Soviet Union controls much of eastern Europe including Poland 
and _____________. The Cold _____ begins. 
1949 - The Soviet Union detonates an atomic bomb. 
1953 – Josef Stalin dies and _____________________ becomes the new leader. 
1961 - The Soviets put the first man in space, Cosmonaut _____ Gagarin. 
1962 - The Cuban Missile Crisis occurs as the Soviets place missiles in ________. 

5) As a last offering, I would strongly recommend doing some wider reading to help bolster the 
knowledge you gain from lessons at A-level. Beyond GCSE, it is impera=ve that you are constantly 
undertaking wider reading, and there are notable differences in grades between those that take 
the =me to read around their subject and those that do not. I have listed five excellent books 
below that will give you a firm introduc=on to key aspects of Russian History. What’s even beGer 
is that PDF’s of all of these books are available in the shared area under History > Sixth Form > 
Extra Reading > Russia and USSR. 

Figes, Orlando Revolutionary Russia 1891-1991 (2014) 
Kotkin, Stephen Stalin: Paradoxes of Power 1878 -1928 (2014) 
Montefiore, Simon The Romanovs 1613-1918 (2016) 
Fitzpatrick, Sheila Everyday Stalinism: Ordinary Life in Extraordinary Times (2000) 
Figes, Orlando A People’s Tragedy: The Russian Revolution (1996) 

We hope to see you in September! 
The Anglo-European History Department 

https://www.ducksters.com/biography/joseph_stalin.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_ii/battle_of_stalingrad.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/cold_war/cuban_missile_crisis.php

