
Induction to English Literature
IB and A-Level

 The first 20 minutes will be focus on IB Literature 
(Standard and Higher)

 The second 20 minutes will focus on A-Level Literature.



IB Literature 

Standard Level

Assessment Details Texts

Paper 1 1hr 15 minutes.

Students respond to a question 

about an unseen passage 

35%

Passages from a range of texts 

selected by the teacher

Paper 2 1hr 45 minutes. A choice of four 

questions. Students write a 

comparison of two different texts

35%

Texts are selected by the 

classroom teacher. Typically three 

texts from different time, places, 

genres and languages

Oral 15 minutes. students explore how 

a global issue is presented two 

passages on of which must be a 

work in translation

30%

Texts are selected by the 

classroom teacher. Typically four 

from different time, places, genres 

and languages



IB Literature 

Higher Level

Assessment Details Texts

Paper 1 2hr 15 minutes. The paper consists of two 

unseen literary passages,  Students write an 

analysis of each of the passages.

35%

Passages from a range of texts 

selected by the teacher.

Paper 2 1hr 45 minutes. The paper consists of four 

general question. Students write a 

comparative essay based on two works 

studied in the course. 25%

Students study a range of texts, 

usually three or four. The texts are 

selected by the teacher. The texts 

come different time, places, 

genres and languages.

HL Essay Students submit an essay on one work 

studied during the course. 20%

Students study a novel with their 

teacher. The novel is selected by 

the teacher.

Oral 15 minutes long. Students argue how a 

global issue is presented in two passages 

from two different texts. One text is a work in 

translation. 20%

Students typically study four texts 

from different time, places, genres 

and languages.  Texts are 

selected by the teacher.



IB Literature

Texts Standard Level

Teachers will tell you the text you will 
study on your fist day.

On average you will be expected to 
read about 9 texts which will be 

different genres, time periods, places 

and languages. 

Text could include: Hedda Gabbler, 

1984, Othello, The Road

Texts at Higher Level

On your first day in September, your 
teacher will inform you about the 

texts you are going to study.

On average you will be expected to 

read about 13 texts which will be from 

different genres, times, places and 

languages. 

Texts could include: Hedda Gabbler, 

1984, Othello, The Road



Typical Course Outline at Standard
Assessmen

t

Text/Work 4 English 

Language (PLR)

3Work in 

Translation (PLR)

2 Free 

Chosen

3 Forms 3 different 

Countries 

2 different 

continents 

3 Different 

time 

periods

Oral Text 1 Hedda Gabbler X Drama Norway Europe 19-20

Oral Text 2 Othello X Drama England Europe 16-17

Oral Text 3 The Spire X Novel England Europe 20

Oral Text 4 Oedipus Rex X Drama Mediterrane

an

Europe 5 BCE

Paper 2 If This is a Man X Non-

fiction 

Italy Europe 20

Paper 2 1984 X Fiction England Europe 20
Paper 2 The Road X Fiction USA North 

America

20-21

Paper 1 Frost X Poetry USA North 

America

20-21

Paper 1 Edgar Allen Poe 

(short Stories)

X X Fiction USA North 

America 

19

Paper 1 A Day in the 

Life…

X Fiction Russia Europe 20



The Benefits of IB Literature

 Breadth: IB Literature gives students access to texts from different times, 
places and languages.

 Wide Curriculum: IB Literature connects with other subjects such as 
theory of knowledge and modern languages. Several students chose to 
do their EE in English Literature.

 Critical: IB Literature values thoughtful analysis of a text and the 
production of a logical coherent argument. There is less focus on  
assessment objectives as in GCSE.

 Creative: The IB Literature course values students who can come up 
with their own “big idea” and see it through to the end.

 I for independent: I in IB not only means international but also 
independent. IB requires learners to become independent; pursuing 
their own research objectives and conducting background research on 
the texts being taught to them.



IB Literature: ‘Stopping By the Woods’ 
Robert Frost 

Whose woods these are I think I know.    
His house is in the village though;    
He will not see me stopping here    
To watch his woods fill up with snow.    
 
My little horse must think it queer    
To stop without a farmhouse near    
Between the woods and frozen lake    
The darkest evening of the year.    
 
He gives his harness bells a shake    
To ask if there is some mistake.    
The only other sound’s the sweep    
Of easy wind and downy flake.    
 
The woods are lovely, dark and deep,    
But I have promises to keep,    
And miles to go before I sleep,    
And miles to go before I sleep. 

To what effect does the poet contrast the feelings

of the poet with that of the horse?



How to prepare?

Read!- the reading list that has been sent to you as well as 

around and beyond it. Yes, you may study ‘Othello’ so why not read 
‘Hamlet’ or one of Shakespeare’s contemporaries such as Marlowe?

Watch!- iplayer ‘Shakespeare in Quarantine;’ 

National Theatre every Thursday; The Globe

Talk!- once you have read/ watched, discuss it 

with your friends or family. Ask for recommendations.


