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• "History is more or less bunk. It's tradition. We don't want tradition. We 
want to live in the present, and the only history that is worth a tinker's 
damn is the history that we make today.“ - Henry Ford

• “The only thing we learn from history is that we learn nothing from 
history” - G.W.F. Hegel

• “The aim of the historian, like that of the artist, is to enlarge our picture of 
the world, to give us a new way of looking at things.” - James Joll

• “History is the version of past events that people have decided to agree 
upon.” - Napoleon Bonaparte

• Which of the definitions above do you like most? Why? Create a 
definition of history that you think would be better than the definitions 
above.



Why study History – H.G.Wells

• “Upon this matter of teaching history, I am a fanatic, I cannot think of 
any education as even half done until there has been a fairly sound 
review of the whole of the known past, from the beginnings of the 
geological record up to our own time. Until that has been done, the 
pupil has not been placed in the world. He is incapable of 
understanding his relationship to, and his role in, the scheme of 
things. He is, whatever else he may have learned, essentially and 
ignorant person.” H.G. Wells, The Salvaging of Civilization

• Why is understanding history, according to Wells, important to 
anything you are involved in? Do you agree or disagree with this idea?



Why study History – George Orwell

• “ Who controls the present, controls the past, who controls the past 
controls the future” George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four

• What do you think Orwell meant by this statement? How might the 
study of history give us a sense of identity? How might history be a 
defence against propaganda? Does history exist?



• ‘History is bunk’ – Henry Ford

• I respectfully disagree, Mr Ford…



What is History?

•History helps us understand change and how the society we live in 
came to be. The second reason history is inescapable as a subject of 
serious study follows closely on the first. The past causes the 
present, and so the future. Most students who study history, select a 
focus, whether that be art history, ancient history, education history, 
military history, or based on a region, like European history.



Four reasons to study History:

1. Understand other cultures: history programmes address questions such as “Why 
are other cultures different from ours?” or “Why are some cultures 
antagonistic, whereas others are not?”. By studying the past, you will learn 
more about what makes populations tick the way they do.

2. Increase your understanding of national identities and societies: as a 
student of history, you will look into how nations were formed by an 
understanding of a shared past and a common identity. In addition, it makes 
societies better to learn from the past!

3. Understand change: history is the study of change. The world is constantly 
changing, so understanding the role of change in society helps you interpret 
the world in its current state. History provides you with a firm grasp of why 
things change, the mechanisms driving change and its significance.

4. History is relevant - There is a stigma attached to History that it is based 
entirely in the distant past, but this does not account for the huge amount 
of modern history which is studied in such depth. In order to make sense of 
current affairs it is important to study the past, as everything which is 
happening around us has been influenced by, and is a direct result of, that 
which preceded it. In this way, the study of History is explicitly relevant 
to us.



Source evaluation: Can 
you figure out…
Who?
What?
Where?
Why?
When?



A Level

• 4000 word coursework essay.

Paper Weighting

British period study - Later Tudors 1547-
1603

25%

Non-British study - The Cold War in 
Europe 1941-1995

15%

Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964 40%

4000-word coursework essay 20%



IB IB Standard Higher

Paper 1 – Document 
analysis – The Move to 
Global War

30% 20%

Paper 2 – Essay Paper –
Single Party States – Mao’s 
China; Stalin’s USSR

45% 25%

Paper 3 – Italian and 
German unification; 
Imperial and Leninist 
Russia, 1855-1924.

--- 35%

Internal Assessment 
(coursework)

25% 20%



Summer reading

• Staff resources > Hums > Sixth Form > Summer work > 2019 > History

• All on SMHW and available via the school website. 

• Get engaged, get enthused, get reading!!


