
IB Mathematics 

Sixth Form Induction

Mr Beedell



• If you study the IB, it is compulsory to take 
Mathematics

• It may be that you have opted for the A-IB

• It is important to be on the most appropriate 
course for your interests and ability

• You should check the requirements for 
possible University courses, although it is a 
new specification that started last year so 
some universities have not committed to their 
requirements



Course comparison





Calculator

●We advise purchasing:
• Casio CG50 Graphical calculator

• Wait until September as we should 
be able to buy them in with a 
discount (about half price)

• RRP is over £120

Internal assessment
• Counts for 20% of final mark
• Free choice but we recommend SL Applications to do a 

statistical investigation



Preparation work
• Sixth Form Maths transition booklet:
The content of this booklet forms assumed prior 
knowledge for all Sixth Form Maths courses. It contains 
several algebra topics as well as trigonometry, which will 
have all been covered in the GCSE Higher course. A firm 
grasp of this content is essential in order to be successful 
at Maths in the Sixth Form.

You will be tested on this content within the first two 
weeks of starting in September.

• Oxford IB Diploma Programme: IB Course 
Preparation Mathematics Student Book (£25)



IB Courses

• IB Higher level Analysis and Approaches is the hardest 
course of all. It is difficult to set an entry level, though 
anyone with less than an 8 will not be admitted

• It is the case that even students with 8 find the course 
difficult.

• It is a fantastic course for the natural mathematician –
someone with mathematical flair. It is a suitable course 
for a student going to a top-level university to study 
Mathematics or Economics or Engineering

• You need to be at the top of the very best set in your 
current year 11. If you are at Anglo, ask your 
Mathematics teacher and they will be able to advise.



IB Courses

• IB Standard level Analysis and Approaches is 
almost as difficult as Higher, but a student at 
this level will study half as much in half the 
time.

• A grade 6 is the entry requirement for this 
course, though a higher grade would be 
preferred



IB Courses

• IB Higher level Applications and Interpretation is a 
new course. It is suitable for students who are 
interested in mathematical modelling and solving 
practical problems using technology.

• Students taking this course are those who prefer to 
use mathematics in a practical context.

• Students taking this course are likely to be interested 
in going on to study a degree courses in the social 
sciences.



IB Courses

• IB Standard level Applications and 
Interpretation is for a whole range of 
Students. It is the course most similar to the 
current Maths Studies course

• You can begin this course with a 5 grade GCSE, 
although also suited to those with 7 grade at 
GCSE


