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What is Religious 
Studies?

An introduction to A Level Religious Studies



What is Religious Studies?

 Brainstorm anything 
that comes into your 
head when you think of 
“Religious Studies”

 What interests you 
about Religious 
Studies?

 Why did you choose it?



Religious 
Studies

=

Theology

+

Philosophy

+

Ethics



 Here are some thought 
experiments (a short 
story / idea to get you 
thinking), and a set of 
questions.

 Write down thoughts 
that you have about the 
questions.



The Trolley 
Problem

 Imagine that you are hurtling down a 
track in a runaway train. In front of you 
on the track are three people, that if you 
do nothing, will certainly be crushed to 
death by the train.

 Your only option is to pull a lever on the 
train which will switch you onto another 
track. The catch is that there is one 
person stood on the alternative track. 
Should you pull the switch, thereby 
saving three lives but killing one?

 Now imagine a different situation. This 
time you are not on the train, but on a 
bridge overlooking the train. In front of 
you on the bridge is a fat man. You know 
if you push him off the bridge he will 
stop the train and save three lives. 
Should you kill him?

Questions:

1. What, if anything is the 
difference between the two 
scenarios?

2. Is it always right to act in 
the best interests of the 
majority? When might it not 
be?

3. How do we decide what is 
the morally right thing to 
do? Can we ever all agree on 
what is right, or is it all just 
a matter of opinion?



The Omnipotence 
Paradox

 God is supposedly omnipotent (all-
powerful) – that means that there is 
nothing that God is unable to do.

 So, can God create a stone that is too 
heavy for him to lift?

 Either… he can create such a stone –
but then presumably that means that 
he can’t lift it. 

 Or… he can’t create such a stone.

 Either way, it seems that there is 
something God cannot do.

Questions:

1. Explain what is paradoxical 
for the idea of an 
omnipotent God about the 
unmovable stone?

2. Does this prove that God is 
not omnipotent? Or even 
that God does not exist?

3. How might theists respond 
to this paradox?



The Problem of 
Evil and 
Suffering

 God is supposedly omnipotent, 
meaning all-powerful.

 God is also omnibenevolent, meaning 
all-loving.

 An all-powerful God could stop evil 
from happening.

 An all-loving God would stop evil 
from happening.

 Yet, evil exists.

Questions:

1. Does the existence of evil 
prove that an omnipotent 
and omnibenevolent God 
does not exist?

2. How might a theist explain 
the existence of evil?

3. In your opinion, is the belief 
in God inconsistent with the 
existence of evil?



The Euthypro
Dilemma

 In this dilemma, the relationship 
between God(s) and morality is 
considered.

 Some people believe that God 
decides what is right and wrong. 
(Divine Command Theory).

 So, either… 1) God commands acts 
because they are good. 

 Or… 2) acts are good because they 
are commanded by God.

 In the first case, God too is subject to 
some external standard of morality. 
But in the second, God is no more 
than an arbitrary despot.

Questions:

1. Explain the ‘dilemma’ here 
for people who believe in 
Divine Command Theory.

2. Does this prove, in your 
opinion, that God cannot be 
a divine commander?

3. How might a theist 
respond?



The Ontological 
Argument

 Either God exists, or does not exist.

 God is, by definition, “the greatest 
possible being”. (Even the atheist can 
agree with this definition). 

 As it is greater to exist than not to 
exist, “the greatest possible being” 
must exist.

 Therefore, God must exist.

Questions:

1. Explain how this argument 
attempts to ‘prove’ the 
existence of God.

2. Do you think this is a good 
argument? Why/why not?

3. How might an atheist 
respond? 

4. Is it possible to ‘prove’ the 
existence of God?




