


Thinking Skills



Sinking Ship
Who will you save?

You were on a cruise…

But the boat has sunk and there are lots of 
people in the water. You were lucky enough to 
manage to get in a life boat but there is only 
room for 6 more people in it, and there are 9 in 
the water. 



Why we exist

We exist to help 
individuals unlock 
their potential and 
find their purpose.



You must decide which 6 people to save, 
and why?

Or to put it another (slightly more evil) way which 3 people 
will you choose to leave to perish, and why?



Who’s in the water?



A little more information…. 

Would any other information change your 
decision?



Disabled man

Mike Masters is a friendly outgoing man who does lots of charity work. Three years 
ago he lost one of his hands in an accident at work. Now he has a new artificial 

hand that works nearly as well as his original hand.



Unemployed Hairdresser

John Edwards was made redundant from his job 6 months ago. He was the 
manager of a local salon. The building was bought by a Property Development 

Company and had to close.



Doctor

Dr Jasvinder Kaur is a lecturer at Keele University. Dr Kaur is a good tutor and 
popular with her students. She is a Doctor of History.



Convicted criminal 

Tom Stokes lives in Coventry where he works as a carpet fitter. When he was 18 he 
was sent to prison for 3 months for stealing Christmas Trees from a farm. He has 

not been in trouble with the Police since that time.



Bricklayer

Terry Clarke is a moody, sullen man, with a bad temper. Recently the Police have 
interviewed him in connection with several vicious attacks on OAPS. It is likely 

that he will be charged in the following week.



Member of Parliament

Betty Barnes is a Cleveland MP and married with one son. Betty fights for equal 
rights for women and believes strongly in campaigning for extra money for the 

National Health Service.



Scientist

Jane Peters works in Dorset. At the moment she is working on another top secret 
project involving germ warfare and poison gases.



Mother

Jill Downes has been divorced for 10 years. Her husband was awarded custody of 
the children. Both her sons are now married and live abroad.



What are you thinking now?

For Now that you’ve had this extra 
information what do you think about 
your initial decisions?

Can anyone explain how what we’ve 
just done might have an impact on 
things that are happening for you at 
school/college now?
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