
 

 

CITIZENSHIP OPTIONS FOR YEAR 10 

As you are probably aware, we see citizenship education to be an important part of a child’s rounded 

educational experience.  It is an essential pillar of the school and supports the delivery of a 

baccalaureate style education.  We commit to the delivery of discreet Citizenship lessons, planned and 

delivered by the Citizenship department to all age groups within the Anglo. 

To clarify, citizenship education is both an academic and applied subject. It has a strong academic core 

of knowledge comprising of topics related to politics, law, economics, sociology and civics.  We also 

incorporate ‘personal citizenship’ that includes personal, social, health, careers and enterprise 

education.  The academic content also serves as a foundation for further study in popular A Level and 

International Baccalaureate subjects such as Government and Politics/Global Politics, Sociology, 

Economics and Theory of Knowledge to name a few. 

The Diplôme du Citoyen has been our traditional way of recognising and rewarding achievement in 

Citizenship where a GCSE has not been completed.  Passing the Diplôme is also a matriculation 

requirement for entry to the Anglo 6th Form.  The Diplôme is completed as part of the ‘core’ offering and 

this is the default option.  For the last three years, we have been entering a significant number of pupils 

for the GCSE in Citizenship Studies.  The results last year were incredibly strong with all entrants 

achieving a Grade 4 or above.  The majority of pupils achieved Grades 7-9.    For pupils who complete 

the GCSE, a pass in the GCSE would become the matriculation requirement. 

In addition to the options choices that Year 9 pupils have already undertaken, I would like to invite 

pupils to opt for the GCSE in Citizenship Studies or opt for the non-GCSE course.  I wish to make you 

aware that the GCSE is a rigorous course and is completed in a shorter amount of time than most other 

GCSEs. We reserve the right to decide that completion of the GCSE might not be in your child’s best 

interests and the core programme would be the appropriate option.  Both options will require the 

completion of written work, homework and project work as well as undertaking regular assessments. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Mr Hills or Miss Gooding for more information. 

 

 

 

CITIZENSHIP OPTIONS COMPARED 

Topics studied in Citizenship in Years 10 and 11: 

• Democracy, government and politics 

• The law and human rights 

• Economic citizenship 

• Health awareness (including mental health and cancer awareness)* 

• Sex and relationship education* 

• Personal finance* 

• Drugs/alcohol awareness education* 

• Preparation for work (CVs, applications and interviews) and work experience* 

*Taught to all pupils but not assessed as part of the GCSE. 



 

 

Reasons to opt for the GCSE in Citizenship Studies 
Reasons to opt for the traditional Diplôme du 
Citoyen (non-GCSE) 

• Regardless of course chosen, all pupils will broadly 
cover all topics covered in the GCSE.  The GCSE is 
more intense and focusses more on specific 
elements as per the exam specification.  If you are 
going to study the topics anyway, would it be worth 
studying for the GCSE if you can commit to it? 

• You will be assessed using GCSE grades.  You will be 
able to use this information when applying for 
further education courses at Anglo or elsewhere.  

• The GCSE is excellent preparation for further 
education and is transferable to other institutions 
after Year 11. 

• You will be expected to undertake an investigation 
and take action on an issue related to the course.  
This is challenging but very rewarding. 

• You are working at Grade 4 or your teacher believes 
that this is likely by the end of the school year.   

• You have an interest in contemporary issues and 
current affairs. 

• You are looking to increase the number of GCSEs 
being taken because you might be entered for less 
GCSEs than other pupils in the year group. 

• You will cover the same topics as the GCSE course 
but with greater flexibility and time to explore.  You 
are not governed by a GCSE specification. 

• You will be assessed using Diplôme grades that will 

feed into the Diplôme du Citoyen.  Other school 
achievements will be recognised in your final 
certificate. 

• You will be able to enjoy learning about new and 
important ideas and concepts without the pressure 
of preparing and revising for a GCSE.  If you do not 
take the GCSE, the knowledge gained can still be 
useful for further education subjects.   

• The Diplôme will only be recognised by the Anglo 
although we have found that employers and 
universities are always interested and impressed 
with what is covered.  It can still go on your CV. 

• You will spend longer on some of the personal 
citizenship topics as some of them are absorbed into 
the GCSE course. 

• The assessment style is more reflective rather than 
based on examination skills.  You might wish to 
develop more reflection of your learning. 

 

 


