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INTRODUCTION

To become a lawyer through the traditional 

route, you'll first need to complete a qualifying 

law degree (LLB) at university (4 years study), 

Or study another subject at undergraduate level 

then take the one-year Graduate Diploma in 

Law (GDL) conversion course.



SOLICITOR ROUTE

● If you want to be a solicitor you must 

complete the vocational Legal Practice 

Course (LPC) before undertaking a training 

contract with a law firm - as part of which 

you'll have to pass a Professional Skills 

Course. You can then apply for admission to 

the roll of solicitors.

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/law-sector/legal-practice-course-lpc


SOLICITOR APPRENTICESHIP

● It is also possible to do the Solicitor Apprenticeship, 

which is a six-year, Level 7 programme aimed at post 

A-level students, paralegals and chartered legal 

executives. 

● The period of study is reduced for those who 

progress from other legal apprenticeships. The 

scheme covers all the content in a law degree and 

LPC and enables apprentices to gain a law degree 

and LLM (Masters). Find out more about law 

apprenticeships.

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/law-sector/law-apprenticeships


BARRISTER ROUTE

● Those wishing to become barristers should take the Bar Professional 

Training Course (BPTC) 

● The Inns provide support for barristers and students through a range of 

educational activities, lunching and dining facilities, access to common 

rooms and gardens and the provision of various grants and 

scholarships. 

● Anyone wishing to join the Bar must join one of the Inns, which are 

responsible for "Calling" barristers to the Bar (Lincolns Inn, Inner 

Temple, Middle Temple, Grays Inn)

● Pupillage (practical experience in barristers' chambers) follows (1st six 

and second six, sometimes 3rd if followed by tenancy offer)



BARRISTERS CONTINUED

● After this you'll be ready to apply for tenancy as a self-employed 

barrister in chambers or go into practice as an employed barrister. 



QUALIFICATION FUTURE REFORM 

● SOLICITORS

● In September 2021 the way that solicitors qualify in the UK is set to 

change with the introduction of a new 'super exam'. Find out more 

about the Solicitors Qualifying Examination (SQE).

● BARRISTERS

● New training requirements will come into effect over the next couple of 

years. The Bar Standards Board (BSB) aims to make training to 

become a barrister more flexible, accessible and affordable. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/law-sector/solicitors-qualifying-examination-sqe


CILEX ROUTE TO QUALIFICATION

● You can also become a chartered legal executive by taking CILEX 

qualifications at Level 3 (equivalent to A-level) and Level 6 (equivalent 

to an undergraduate degree). 

● This consists of ten modules at level 3 and then 6 modules at level 6 

● Once complete you will be a graduate chartered legal executive and 

can then study further modules to became a solicitor or provide training 

evidence over a two year period to become a chartered fellow of CILEX

● Good for distance learning/ part time- often considered cheaper than 

traditional law degree route, cheaper and means you do not need to do 

a training contract at the end.



BARRISTER OR SOLICITOR

What's the Difference?

● Lawyer is a general term referring to anyone who is qualified to give 

legal advice as a licensed legal practitioner. This includes solicitors and 

barristers.

● Solicitors provide legal support, advice and services to clients, who can 

be individuals, private companies, public sector organisations or other 

groups. Working in private practice, in-house for commercial 

organisations, in local or central government or in the court service, 

they may specialise in certain areas of law such as property, family or 

finance.



BARRISTER OR SOLICITOR Cont…

● In England and Wales, barristers represent individuals or organisations 

in court, carry out research into points of law and advise clients on their 

case. Many are self-employed in chambers, while others work in 

government departments or agencies including the Crown Prosecution 

Service (CPS) and Government Legal Service (GLS). Advocates play a 

similar role in Scotland.



Other Legal Roles

● Besides solicitors and barristers, there are other jobs in the legal 

profession:

● Chartered legal executives are qualified lawyers who specialise in 

particular fields of law such as civil and criminal litigation, corporate law 

or public law. Only those who complete the Chartered Institute of Legal 

Executives' (CILEx) training programme can use this title.

● Paralegals carry out legal work without being qualified as a solicitor or 

barrister. They support lawyers by, for instance, preparing briefing 

notes and interviewing clients and witnesses. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/chartered-legal-executive-england-and-wales
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/paralegal

